THE HOUSE OF HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Amazing grace does not pass over the body
without leaving indelible marks.

-Anna Carter Florence

Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 22,2020 10 a.m.



Welcome

House of Hope welcomes all who are worshipping online.
Our caring and active community welcomes you. We extend the hospitality of Christ to all who gather.

Our Livestreamed Worship will take place at 10 a.m

Live broadcasts and audio versions of worship services are available at hohchurch.org. Copies of past
sermons are also available online.

The single candle near the pulpit is our Peace Candle, lighted each day as a reminder of the
ongoing need for our prayers for peace in the world.

If you would like a pastor to call you, or if you are ill at home, please call the church office at (651) 227-
6311, to let us know. If you know someone else in the congregation who could benefit from a call, please
contact the church,

House of Hope Parents on Facebook

Join us on Facebook! Send a request to the “House of Hope Parents” Facebook page. This closed group is
a great way to receive announcements. As COVID-19 stretches our creative imagination we will develop a
stronger presence on Facebook, including story time videos and family resources.

Children & Family Ministry on Zoom

While we cannot be in-person with one another on Sundays, we would love to continue to be in
community together. Please join our Children & Family Ministry Check-in on Zoom at 11:15 a.m. on Sundays.
Join Kiera and Sofia to share your highs and lows of the week and engage in a brief liturgy. Check the
“House of Hope Parents” page or email Kiera Stegall at KieraS@hohchurch.org for more information.



THE APPROACH TO GOD

Prelude

Suite in D Major Benedetto Marcello
Aaron David Miller, Organist

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn 81
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days St. Flavian

Call to Confession

Minister: The Lord is with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Great Shepherd, we thank you for finding us and bringing us to this time of prayer.
We have wandered far from the paths of integrity,

justice, and peace that you have set before us.

We are ashamed of some things we do when we think no one will find out.

We are quick to judge others and to excuse ourselves.

We want to decide who is acceptable to you and who is not.

Surely, we persuade ourselves, you prefer people like us and not those who appear,
believe, or act differently. Even as we say those words,

we know we are not in tune with your way.

Forgive us, we pray and help us to change.

(The prayer will continue with our silent confessions.)

Assurance of Pardon

Minister: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Solo



THE WORD OF GOD

Scripture Lesson
John 9:1-41

Minister: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Julia A. Carlson
Spit and Polish
THE RESPONSE TO GOD
Hymn 298
There’s a Wideness in God's Mercy In Babilone

Affirmation of Faith — from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,

eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life,

breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Offering - Three ways to give:

- Text Giving.
The House of Hope offers text giving. Text HOH to 73256 and click the link to
complete your gift.

- Website.

On the homepage, click “Giving at House of Hope” at the top or “Donate” at the
bottom, then click the “Donate Now button” and follow the prompts.
Members can also sign into MyHOH to give.

- Mail.
Mail a check to 797 Summit Ave. Saint Paul, MN 55105

Offertory Solo

Hymn 85

What Wondrous Love Is This Wondrous Love

Benediction

Postlude

Psalm 19 - Benedetto Marcello

Carillon Postlude David W. Johnson, carillonneur



Scripture Reading: John 9:1-41

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” ° Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying,
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 4 Now
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know



who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered,
“I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3¢ The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. 3 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3¢ They answered him, “You were
born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Spiritual Blindness

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. 3%]Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 4° Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,’” your sin remains.



Luke 4:1-13 £

81 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

ST. FLAVIAN CM

Claudia F. 1. Hernaman, 1873; alt.
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Day’s Psalter, 1562
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1. Lord, who through-outthese for - ty days For wus  didst fast and pray,
2. As Thou with Sa-tan didstcon-tend, And didst the vic-tory win,
3. And through these days of pen - i- tence, And through Thy Pas-sion - tide,
4, A - bide with  us, that so, this life Of suf - fering o - ver - past,
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Teach us with Thee to mournour sins, And close by Thee to  stay.
o give us strengthin Thee to fight, In  Thee to con-quer sin.
Yea, ev-er-more, in life and death,O Lord, with us a - bide.
An Eas-ter of un - end - ing joy We may at-tain at last!
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298

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

IN BABILONE 87.87 D
. Dutch melody
Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt. Arr. Julius Rontgen (1855-1933)
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1. There’sa wide-ness in God’smer-cy, Like the wide-ness of the sea;
2. For the love of God is broad-er Than the mea-sures of the mind;
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There’s a  kind-ness in God’sjus-tice, Which is more than lib - er - ty.
And the heart of the E - ter-nal Is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
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There is no place where earth’s sor-rows Are more feltthan up in  heaven;
If our love were but more faith-ful, We would glad-ly trust God’s Word;
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And our lives re - flect thanks-giv-ing For the good-ness of our Lord.
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LENT

85 What Wondrous Love Is This

WONDROUS LOVE  12.9.12.12.9

Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835

American folk hymn, c. 1811 Harm. Cantate Domino, 1980
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1. What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
2. To God and to the Lamb I wil sing, I will sing,
3. And when from death I'm  free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
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What won -.drous love is this, O my soul!
To- God and to the Lamb, I will sing;
And when from death I'm free, I'll  sing on;
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What won-drous love is this that causedthe Lord of bliss
To God and to the Lamb who is the great 1 Am,

And when from death I'm  free, Tl sing and joy - ful be,
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Music: Harmonization © World Council of Churches. Reprinted by permission.
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To bear the *heav-y cross for my soul, for my soul,
While mil - lions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing
And throughe - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
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To bear the *heav - Cross for my soul!
While mil - lions join the theme, I will sing!
And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll  sing on!
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*Or “dreadful curse” (as original text).



