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You Are Invited 
to the Didier Seminar for Religion and Contemporary Thought

March 11,12 and 13, 2011
“Theology, Spirituality, and the Arts”

Imagine the Sistine Chapel ceiling in a nice smooth color tan. Why not? It would be practical, easy to clean, and “go”
with everything. It would have saved Michelangelo from pneumonia, a bad back and improved his sense of humor,

but who in the Western world would ever give up the visual image of the Creator and created reaching out and
almost touching each other?

What is the power of art, of all the arts—music, poetry, architecture, dance—to convey and conduct the realm of
the spirit?  How does the spirit speak to and through the artist?  How do the arts speak the language of the spirit to us
at The House of Hope?  That is the question that this year’s Didier Seminar will explore using our rich local and inter-
nal resources.  The title of the seminar is “Theology, Spirituality, and the Arts.”  The presenters are Dr. Wilson Yates,
former president of United Theological Seminary, poet Michael Dennis Browne, composer Stephen Paulus, organist
Dr. Aaron Miller, and Rev. David Miller, Director of Spiritual Formation at the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago and coauthor with his son Aaron of the meditation “Light in Deepest Night,” to be performed during the
worship service on Sunday, March 13.  All events of the Didier Seminar are free and open to the public.

§  §  § 

“Voices of the Spirit”—Pre Seminar Adult Education Opportunities
Wednesday, February 9,  2011, Photographer Wing Young Huie, 

“Identity and American Landscape”

Wednesday, February 16, 2011, James Sewell, Founder and Director of the James Sewell Ballet,
“Connecting Your Spirit: Mind/Body Connection”

Wednesday, February 23, 2011, Professor Paul Westermeyer, 
“The History and Development of Hymns”

Thursday, February 24, 2011,  Professor Wilson Yates, A Tour of Christian Art at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts,
“Reflections on Major Works of Christian Art”

There will be two tour groups of 20 people each: 5:30 to 7 p.m. and 7:15 to 8:45 p .m.  For required reservations, 
please call the church office, 651-227-6311, and indicate the time of the tour you prefer.  

Please meet in the MIA lobby 15 minutes before the start of your tour.

Wednesday, March 2 , 2011, Jordan Sramek, Founder/Artistic Director of the Rose Ensemble
§  §  § 

Sunday Enrichment
February 27, 2011, Tim Smith, representing John August Swanson—Cloister Art Gallery Artist

March 6, 2011, Professor Marilyn Chiat—Religious Architecture/Creating Sacred Space
March 13, 2011, Rev. David Miller and Dr. Aaron Miller 

“In every age the Spirit speaks.  To remain vital it must be interpreted and reinterpreted in the life and times
of each generation. That is the intent of the scriptures, the scholars, and the poets,” and the purpose of the Didier Seminar.



Irecently returned from a
denominational meeting,

and unlike many such meet-
ings I attend, this one was
really good.  I was appoint-
ed by the Stated Clerk of the
denomination, Gradye
Parsons, to be a part of a
small group of people who
will look at how we do our
General Assembly and then
make recommendations for
improvement. We have been
given great latitude and
sweep, we have been told,
and nothing is “off the

table” in terms of what we can consider.  So we met for
the first time in Indianapolis and spent two days get-
ting to know one another, sharing our experiences and
observations about General Assembly, and trying to
envision how it might be done better. Here are some
things I learned.  Based on extensive surveys, commis-
sioners to the GA find the experience very gratifying.
They feel as though the work is important and particu-
larly enjoy their committee work and meeting other
Presbyterians from around the country.  In addition,
they enjoy the worship services. Commissioners come
away from their week at GA tired, but also renewed in
their love for the church and with a new and height-
ened awareness of being a part of something larger and
more influential in the world.  

Given those realities, a huge disconnect exists
between Presbyterians who actually experience GA as a
participant or an observer, and those who only hear
about it or read about it in the media, which only high-
lights the controversial and contentious moments of the
week-long event. I’m not sure what can be done about
that other than to encourage people to attend if they
have the chance and experience the larger church
which, contrary to headlines, is about so much more
than fighting over sex and the Middle East. Our group
also spent time discussing the little things that nonethe-
less make a big difference in how people feel about
their experience.  For example, when hotels are not in
close proximity to the convention center and commis-
sioners need to be bused across town and the bus is
late, they’re not in a good mood when the business
begins. Seating configurations and the ability to hear
are also contributing factors in making for a “success-
ful” GA. To help us in our work, we are preparing our
own survey to be sent out and among the many ques-
tions we’ll be asking are these: What should the GA
stop doing?  What should the GA keep doing?  And,
what should the GA start doing?       

Our group has a long way to go and a great deal
more to learn about conducting the business of the
church in a more efficient way, as well as in a way that
honors who we are and the spirit into which we have
been called.  And all these discussions made me think
about how we conduct our business here, at The House
of Hope. What do we do well?  What could we do bet-
ter?  Here is something else I discovered.  This is what
the Book of Order says about the General Assembly.
“The General Assembly constitutes the bond of union,
community, and mission among all its congregations
and governing bodies.” (G-13.0103). We spent a great 
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Church Meetings

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 A.M. ASSEMBLY ROOM

10 A.M. SANCTUARY

Sunday, February 6, 2011
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

David Van Dyke, preaching.
Motet Choir: My eyes for beauty pine, Herbert Howells

Ubi caritas, Ola Gjeilo
Choir School: Sing ye Joyfully, Besig

Sunday, February 13, 2011
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Macalester Sunday
Eily Marlow, preaching

Music by the Macalester College Concert Choir,
Eugene Rogers, Conductor

Sunday, February 20, 2011
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

David Van Dyke, preaching.
Motet Choir: Teach me thy Statutes, Thomas Attwood

Drei Geistliches Gesänger #3, Felix Mendelssohn
Choir School: This little light of mine, arr. Helgen

Sunday, February 27, 2011
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

David Van Dyke, preaching.
Motet Choir: Each Ray of Light, Mike Ferguson
Kyrie (from Cantus Missae), Josef Rheinberger

Choir School: Brother James’ Air, Jacob
Adult Handbell Choir: Contemplation, Cynthia Dobrinski

deal of time dissecting what that means. The term bond of
union, I think, is a lovely description not only of a denom-
ination gathered together, but I think also as it applies to
individual congregations.  Because a bond of union does-
n’t promise that everyone is singing from the same hym-
nal or is in complete agreement on everything.  It doesn’t
even promise that everyone always gets along.  To me, at
least, it says that despite our differences and disagree-
ments, we are bound together in the one that unites us all,
giving us the power to rise above our differences and live
together in community.  In being church, this is not a bad
thing to consider from time to time.  

—David
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Enrichment
Program, 11:15 a.m.,
Assembly Room
(unless otherwise noted)

February 6:
A presentation by Faith
Partners.

February 13:
Annual Meeting.
Macalester Sunday.
No Program.

February 20:
Report on the Youth Mission
Trip to the Rosebud
Reservation in South Dakota. 

February 27: Tim Smith on
The Art of John August
Swanson

Bible Study

Weekly opportunities
for study of the com-

ing Sunday’s lectionary
scripture lessons:

•The Men’s Breakfast
each Tuesday, 7 to 8:15
a.m. at the Copper Dome
Restaurant, 1333
Randolph Avenue,  St.
Paul

•Wednesday mornings
with Rev. Molly
McMillan, 10 to 11:15 a.m.
in the Church Library

•Thursday mornings
with Rev. Tom Forster-
Smith, 9 to 10:15 a.m. in
the Church Library 

•The Men’s Breakfast,
Thursday mornings, topi-
cal discussions at the St.
Clair Broiler, Snelling
Avenue at St. Clair in St.
Paul.  Call Rev. Tom
Forster-Smith for further
information, 651-223-7553.

Yoga Classes

Mondays at 10 a.m. and
Wednesdays at 5:30

p.m. in the Meeting
House. See p. 9 for regis-
tration information.

Adult
Education

Sunday-
Weekday
Connections

Tuesday, February 22, 6
to 8:30 p.m.  See p. 10

for details.

Cloister Art
Gallery

Tikkun: Repair is an
exhibit of the Jewish

Women Artists’ Circle, a
group of Jewish artists in
the Twin Cities. In mod-
ern Judaism, the concept
of tikkun, which literally
means “repair,” connotes
healing, wellness, whole-
ness, justice and compas-
sion.  

The Jewish Women
Artists’ Circle was found-
ed in 2005, initially fund-
ed by a grant from Rimon,
the Minnesota Jewish Arts
Council, an initiative of
the Minneapolis Jewish
Federation.  The artists
are diverse in age and
Jewish backgrounds. They
work in varied media,
both two- and three-
dimensional, often
putting together materials
and ideas in unique and
interesting ways.  A vital
component of their group
is study.  For each exhibit,
they select a spiritual
theme and they hold
study sessions with com-
munity scholars.

The exhibit artists are
Sandra Baron, Jane
Bassuk, Rachel Breen,
Sandra Brick, Gloria
Cooper, Lucy Rose
Fischer, Bette Globus
Goodman, Natalie
Halpern (Eichen), Rani
Halpern, Barbara Boko
Kvasnick-Nunez, Joyce
Lyon, Lynda Monick-
Isenberg, Aimee Orkin,
Paula Leiter Pergament,
Dianne Silverman, Sharon
Stillman, and Anita
White.  This show will be
on display through
February 20.

For further informa-
tion about the Jewish
Women Artists’ Circle,
contact Lucy Rose Fischer,
Coordinator,  lucy-
rosedesigns@comcast.net
or 952-925-0649.

Annual House of Hope
Men’s Retreat

Mark your calendars for Friday and Saturday,
February 25 and 26, when  Lt. Colonel John Morris,

Chaplain, Minnesota National Guard, will lead House of
Hope men in considering the topic: “Managing Change
and Transitions in Men’s Lives.”  Register in the church
office. Cost: $25. Call John King at 651-414-0421 for fur-
ther details.

Great Decisions

The Great Decisions program resumes Tuesday,
February 15, at 7 p.m. in the Church Library, with

the topic “Rebuilding Haiti” presented by Ed Lord. Ed
Lord helped set up and coordinate a hospital team after
the Haiti earthquake and has closely followed events in
that country. He is an expert in coordinating responses
to natural disasters, largely in the medical field. He also
consults with governments in preparations for dealing
with the effects of weapons of mass destruction, includ-
ing acting as senior advisor to the FBI counterintelli-
gence staff in Washington, D.C.  

Great Decisions is a program of discussions focusing
on U.S. Foreign Policy issues. It is sponsored by the
Foreign Policy Association and administered here in
Minnesota by the Minnesota International Center. 

Briefing books are available in the church office. The
enrollment fee is $45, unchanged from last year. The fee
supports speaker honoraria and the cost of the briefing
book. Payment of a fee is NOTrequired, but we highly
recommend it to make the program self-supporting. One
fee covers a single person or a couple. 

Other scheduled topics and leaders will be:
•March 15: “Responding to the Financial Crisis,”
Professor John Harrigan, retired, Hamline University.
•April 19: “U. S. National Security,” Professor John
Radsan, William Mitchell College of Law.
•May 19 : “Horn of Africa,” Tom Gitaa, Editor,
Minneapolis-based African newspaper.

Other topics to be scheduled are:
“Germany Ascendant,” “Sanctions and Proliferation,”
“The Caucasus,” “Global Governance.”

For more information, contact Bob Mairs, 651-222-
3423, or the church office, 651-227-6311.
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Stewardship 2011
Offering Ourselves:

Gifts to Warm the Spirit

Sharing—God has given each and every one of us
a gift to share.

Time—is precious and always available.

Everyone has something to offer.

Watchful—our elected officers keep a watchful eye
to assure our gifts are put to good use.

All of our community benefits from generosity.

Relationships—you already have one with the 
recipients of your gifts to the church.

`Doing—giving is about volunteering, teaching and
participating in worship.

Support—contributions of your time, talents and 
treasures support the good work of this church.

Help—every day this church helps someone.

I nfinite—life everlasting—the gift God gives us 
every day.

Peace—through good works one day we hope to 
have Peace on Earth.

—The Stewardship Committee

First Thursday Literature Series

Joy Davis’ First Thursday Seminars will leave Scott
Fitzgerald and turn to Edith Wharton, reading her

novel Summer. This slender volume is a powerful narra-
tive too often overlooked by readers who admire her
longer works.  The group will meet on February 3 in the
Church Library at 10:30 a.m. instead of 10:15 a.m.

Automatic Giving

If you are currently enrolled in Automatic Giving your
gifts will continue at the same amount until you have

completed a new pledge card for 2011. There is no need
to fill out a new enrollment form. Your new pledge will
authorize us to continue with Automatic Giving for
2011, at the new pledge amount.

If you would like more information or wish to update
your automatic giving, please contact Michelle
Freyholtz, Assistant for Administration and
Stewardship, at 651-223-7556.   

Music at Four

On Sunday, February 20, the Music at Four Series
continues with a performance by the Pavia

Woodwind Quintet.  This ensemble is known as one of
the most exciting new ensembles in the Twin Cities.
Their concert will be presented in the Kirk Parlour fea-
turing romantic and contemporary works for woodwind
quintet and piano.  The quintet is made up of flutist
Emily Sapa, Gina Monge on French horn, bassoonist
Justin Windschitl, clarinetist Ryan Golden, and oboist
Sarah Carmack, who is also a former member of The
House of Hope.  Please join us in the Kirk Parlour at 4
p.m. for an exciting afternoon of music.  This concert is
free and open to the public.

New Choir School Recording 
in February

Our last recording SOLD OUT, so we are making
another one! With selections from Fauré, Bach,

Mendelssohn and others sung by our wonderful Choir
School, this CD makes a wonderful gift to friends, family
or yourself! Proceeds support the choir school tour fund.
See any chorister to place your order or contact the choir
school office at 651-223-7548 or sofiaa@ hohchurch.org.
CD's are $20; orders and payment must be received by
February 26.  

Music



Mary Westra, Co-chair of Our Hope for Years to Come capital campaign answers
this month’s questions.

Q: You’ve announced the campaign has reached a milestone of $5 million,
now what?

Mary:  We keep on working! Our campaign goal remains $7 million! The com-
mittee set an interim goal to motivate callers and help achieve pledges.
While $5 million and more than 280 gifts and/or pledges in the first five
months of our church-wide campaign make a milestone worth celebrat-
ing, there is still a long way to go…$2 million is a lot of money to raise.
This year is extremely critical, but we will continue to talk with all mem-
bers of our congregation and together we know we can achieve the $7
million goal.  Maybe we’ll even exceed it . . .

Q: Do you really plan to reach all members of the congregation with a
personal call or visit?

Mary:  Yes, either through a personal telephone call, visit or letter, we are reach-
ing out to all members of House of Hope. This campaign to restore and
renovate our historic home needs everyone’s participation. As one of the
co-chairs of this campaign I’ve been moved by the willingness of more
than 80 volunteers who are reaching out to fellow members with the
campaign message and asking for support. Ted and I have asked a few
folks to be team leaders in these solicitation efforts – Don & Rosemary
Gruber, Brian & Bonnie Alton, Kay Owens and Andrew Karre, Linda
Lane and Ben Golnik – and others have been making calls and encourag-
ing others to make calls and follow-up visits. Our target over the coming
months is to call on as many of our regular giving members (those mem-
bers who give or pledge annually) as possible. Volunteers tell us of won-
derful discussions in learning what House of Hope means to many fami-
lies and multiple generations of families. Everyone says they are making
better church friends as a result of their campaign calls.  

Q: How can I find out more about the capital campaign?

Mary: There are a number of ways to get more information. See the bulletin
board just outside the West Transept entrance to the Sanctuary. Pick up
campaign materials including a brochure and DVD in the Church office.
Join us on one of the popular Behind-the-Scenes tours that happen once
each month to give an up-close look at areas of the Church targeted for
restoration or renovation. Visit our website or call the Church office and
ask to have campaign materials mailed to you. Don’t wait! Let us know
you’re ready to meet with one of our campaign volunteers.
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Our Hope for Years to Come
Capital Campaign

Youth Events

Sock It To Us!” is a sock
drive for Project Home

during the cold, wet win-
ter months.  The Youth of
The House of Hope will be
in Kirk Parlour each
Sunday from January 23
through  March 27 collect-
ing socks for those who
are homeless.  Please bring
new socks for children
and adults of all ages, and
help us keep our neigh-
bors’ feet warm and dry. 

Souper Bowl of Caring:
On Sunday, February 6,

millions of people all over
the world will tune in to
watch Super Bowl XLV.
There will be parties with
lots of food, friendship
and fellowship.  At the
same time, there will be
people worrying about
staying warm, finding
shelter and their next
meal.  The Souper Bowl of
Caring is a national grass-
roots, faith-based cam-
paign against hunger. The
Youth of The House of
Hope are joining other
churches, schools, organi-
zations, and individuals
across the country to fight
hunger and poverty by
collecting dollars and cans
of food in soup pots on
that Sunday.  You can find
us stationed at the church
exits and the Kirk Parlour.
All non-perishable food
items can be dropped off
in the Kirk Parlour.
Please join young people
around the U.S. as we
demonstrate God’s love
by loving our neighbors
through this collection.  

Super Bowl XLV Party:
The House of Hope

Youth invite all families
and young adults to join
us in the Youth Room on
Sunday, February 6, at 4
p.m. for a Super Bowl
viewing party.  Come
cheer on your team and
bring a dish to share!  

See p. 7 for more Youth
Events!
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Youth
Education

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
FOR CHILDREN

Nursery/Toddler Care
•Nursery/toddler care is
provided each Sunday
morning from 8:15 a.m. to
12:15 p.m.
•Infants (birth - 18
months) go to the Noah’s
Ark nursery in Room 8
•Toddlers (19 months - 35
months) go to the Garden
of Eden in Room 2.

Both of these rooms are
staffed by trained paid
staff and volunteers.

If you are coming to wor-
ship at 8:30:
•Childcare will be provid-
ed for age 4 and younger.
Toddlers, 3 and 4 year
olds go to Room 2 during
8:30 worship.
•Children in kindergarten
and up participate in wor-
ship with their families.

If you are coming to the
10 a.m. worship service:
•Infants and toddlers go
to room 8 or 2 (see above)
•Three-year-olds go to
Room 6 beginning at 9:45
for supervised play.
Children must be 3 by
August 31.
•Children ages 4 through
grade 5 attend the begin-
ning of the worship ser-
vice.
•Following the Time for
Children, age 4 - K go to
their classrooms. 
Grades 1-5 go to Sunday
School. The weekly sched-
ule for grades 1-5 is
always printed in the
Sunday bulletin.

Sunday School classes for
age 3-grade 5 conclude at
11:20 a.m.

An enrichment program
will be provided each
Sunday for all children:
•Age 3-Kindgergarten
gather in Room 5 from
11:30 to noon
•Grades 1-5 gather in
Room 1 from 11:20 a.m. to
noon.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL
AND HIGH SCHOOL
11:15 a.m. 
6th and 7th grades meet in
the Middle School Room;
8th grade meets in the
Skylight Room;
9th through 12th grades
meet in the Youth Room.

SUMMER PROGRAMS
Planning is in the works!
Mark your calendars and
watch for more details!

June:
Family Camp at
Clearwater Forest (led by
Jan Snell)  June 17-19
www.clearwaterforest.org

Vacation Church School
for Preschool-K:  June 20-
23,  9 a.m. to 12 noon

July:
Camp in a Van (at The
House of Hope)  July 25-
28, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Grades
K-5

Overnight Camp at
Clearwater Forest (this is
the week that Jan will be at
camp)  July 31-August 6
www.clearwaterforest.org  

August:
HOH Awesome Summer
Day Camp August 22-26,
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  for K-5

Vacation Church School 2
for age 3-K   August 22-25,
9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.

PRESENTATION OF
STORY BIBLES for chil-
dren who are currently eli-
gible for the Pre-K Sunday
School class (in Room 4)
will take place on Sunday,
February 27, at the 10 a.m.
worship service. This is an
annual event at The House
of Hope, and a very spe-
cial opportunity for the
children and their families.
Questions may be directed
to Jan Snell at 651-223-7547
or jans@hohchurch.org

Mark Your Calendars!  
MARDI GRAS PANCAKE SUPPER

Tuesday, March 8, 6 p.m.

It’s MARDI GRAS (also known as Fat Tuesday)!  Everyone
is invited to the Great Hall for a pancake supper, beads,
music and fun!  Sign up on February 6, 13, or 20 after wor-
ship or by calling the church office, 651-227-6311. Supper
will cost $5 per person or a maximum of $20 per house-
hold.

Children in grades 1-5 are currently studying “Healing
Miracles”.  In this photo, children in the first grade show
their prayer shawl that they made, and finished by tying
healing prayers into each knot.  The shawl will be given to
someone who is ill or in the hospital.

Scenes from Sunday School! 

Some of the children in the Pre-K Sunday School class
assemble booklets about the story of Anna and Simeon.  
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Camp In A Van

Q: What is Camp In A Van?

A: Camp In A Van is summer
camp without leaving home
(and without the lake)!

Q: Who are the people who
run the program? 

A. The people who run the
program are trained summer
camp staff from Presbyterian
Clearwater Forest. One of the
3 or 4 staff who come will be from another country. 
In addition, volunteers from the participating churches spend a day or part of a day
helping with snacks and lunch, or just providing the “extra hands” that make the pro-
gram successful.  Participating churches are The House of Hope, Edgcumbe
Presbyterian and Macalester Plymouth United.

Q: What is a typical day like?

A: We begin with worship—loud, fun, and active praise! Our day then includes crafts,
Bible study, games, lunch, stories, skits and a lot of fun and laughter!

Q: Who can attend 
Camp in a Van?

A: Kids who have complet-
ed Kindergarten through
grade 5. You do not need to
be Presbyterian, or a mem-
ber of one of the participat-
ing churches. 

Q: How do I register?

A: Contact Jan Snell for a registration form, jans@hohchurch.org or 651-223-7547 or
check The House of Hope website: www.hohchurch.org

More Youth
Events!

Senior to Senior 2011:
Are you still learning

how to use the new gad-
gets you received over the
holidays?  Can’t figure out
how to send or receive
text messages?  Don’t
know what a Kindle is,
but there’s one sitting on
your dining room table?
Bring your confusing but
cool gadgets with you to
church on Sunday, March
6, and our youth will help
you navigate these new
electronics!  Find us lined
up in the hallways outside
Kirk Parlour.

2011 Summer Youth
Mission to Chicago:

Please RSVP to Joann Lee
at joannl@hohchurch.org
or 651-223-7549 if you
would like to join us for
our annual summer youth
mission trip.  This year we
will be serving in Chicago
from July 31, 2011, to
August 6, 2011.  All
incoming 9th graders
through outgoing 12th
graders are welcome to
come!  Look for official
registration forms in your
e-mail and mailboxes in
the coming weeks.  Please
RSVP by March 1, 2011.
RSVP’s after that date can-
not be guaranteed and
will depend on space
availability through our
partnering mission, The
Door.

Middle School Mid-
Year Lock In: from 8

p.m. Saturday, February
12, to worship on Sunday,
February 13. Come join us
for a fun overnight in the
Youth Room!  All Middle
School Youth (6th through
8th grade) are invited!



Feed My Starving Children

On January 12, the one-year anniver-
sary of the earthquake in Haiti

gave us a somber reminder of the suf-
fering and hunger in our world. It also
serves as a reminder that each of us
individually, and we as a church collec-
tively, are called on by Christ to help

our neighbors. 
As members of The House of Hope one opportunity

we have to serve others in need is by volunteering to
pack food for Feed My Starving Children.  FMSC is a
Christian organization committed to "Feeding God's
Starving Children Hungry in Body and Spirit."  Feed My
Starving Children’s goal is to pack 127 million meals
during 2011.  The approach is simple: children and
adults hand-pack meals formulated specially for starv-
ing children, which are then shipped to nearly 70 coun-
tries around the world. That’s where we come in. We are
the children and adults who volunteer to pack the
meals. The House of Hope is also a financial supporter
of Feed My Starving Children, which receives funds
from our Community Service Committee budget. Our
financial support is greatly needed and efficiently used.
A single meal costs FMSC only 24 cents to produce, and
94 percent of total donations go directly toward the food
program. 

As those who have previously volunteered at FMSC
know, it is both a rewarding opportunity to be of service
to our less-fortunate neighbors, and also a fun evening
of getting to know other members of our church while
packing food with them. Virtually all ages are welcome
to participate. We have four sessions reserved for House
of Hope members in 2011 at the FMSC Eagan location.
They are:

Thursday, February 17, 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Friday, April 29, 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 24, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, October 28, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

If you would like to be placed on our FMSC e-mail
list to receive notice of upcoming sessions, or if you
would like to reserve spots on one of the upcoming
packing sessions, please contact Michael Nord at
mnord@amerion.com or 612-722-0770.  
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The Women’s Breakfast
Group meets Friday

mornings at 7 a.m. in the
Kirk Parlour for breakfast
and discussion of good
books.  Newcomers are
always welcome.  First-
time visitors, please call
Jan Dickinson, 651-647-
1786, or Esther Kellogg,
651-699-6006, for impor-
tant information.
February 4, 11: We Two:
Victoria and Albert: Rulers,
Partners, Rivals, Gillian
Gill
February 18, 25, March 4:
Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel 

Women’s
Breakfast Group

Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast Group

meets weekly at 7 a.m. at
the Copper Dome at 1333
Randolph to study the lec-
tionary lessons from the
coming Sunday's Scripture
lessons.  Thursday Men’s
Breakfast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. on
Thursdays at the St. Clair
Broiler on Snelling and St.
Clair.  All House of Hope
men are welcome to
attend.  For further infor-
mation, contact the church
office, 651-227-6311.
Contact for Men’s
Breakfast  Groups: Rev.
Tom  Forster-Smith, 651-
223-7553.  Newcomers
welcome!

Men’s Breakfast
Groups

“Thank You” 
from 

Open Arms of
Minnesota

Dear Tom [Forster-
Smith]:

Thank you for your
generous donation of
$1,000. With your sup-
port we welcome more
people to the Open Arms
table. In 2010 we are on
track to meet our goal of
preparing and delivering
more than 350,000 deli-
cious and healthy meals
to people with illnesses
including HIV/AIDS,
MS, ALS and cancer.

As you know, hunger
continues to grow in our
community. Every single
day, health profession-
als, case managers and
social workers refer
clients to Open Arms.
Your gift will help Open
Arms to provide the
high-quality  meals that
give dignity to our grow-
ing numbers of clients.
It is your support that
helps us to stay true to
our mission: With Open
Arms, we nourish body,
mind and soul as we con-
tinue to pursue the most
effective and compre-
hensive way of meeting
our clients’ needs.

Sincerely,

Kevin Winge
Executive Director

Young Adults 

Thursdays on Tap: February 24 at Bonfire on Grand and Victoria at 5 p.m. No reser-
vations needed. Just show up!

Young Adults Lenten Book Study: During the season of Lent, all young adults are
invited to join a book study and discussion on Kathleen Norris’ book, Amazing

Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith.  The study begins Monday, March 7, with an introductory
meeting, and will meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m. through the Season of Lent, ending Monday,
April 18, 2011.  Please contact Joann Lee at joannl@hohchurch.org or 651-223-7549 to
sign up or with any questions.



“Preschool Patter”
monthly news from

The House of Hope Weekday Preschool

“I love you, you love me,
We’re as happy as can be,

With a great big hug and a kiss from me to you,
Won’t you say you love me too?”

This is a favorite February song that shows how the
children at The House of Hope Preschool feel about

their families, friends and teachers.  We enjoy talking
about love of each other and the world around us.
Hearts are everywhere and pink, red and purple seem to
be the colors of the day.  Along with all the valentines,
the Teddy Bear Room this month transforms into an
underwater adventure as they have their open house for
their families.  If you get a chance toward the end of the
month, stop by Room 6 and see the coral reef and “float-
ing jellyfish.”   Looking ahead: the 2nd Annual Preschool
Silent Auction is April 8.  Watch for more information in
March.

—Paige Hagstrom, Preschool Director,   651-223-7546 or
phagstrom@hohchurch.org  

We Are A Caring Congregation

In January 2010, a small group of volunteers, supported
by the Congregational Care Committee of the Deacons,

started with a list of 40 House of Hope members who
were identified as homebound.  With prayer and a com-
mitment to better serve our church membership, these
volunteers created a program to visit those in our con-
gregation who wanted and needed a visitor.  Twelve
months later we're happy to report the following:  

The House of Hope's Caring Visitor program is up
and running.  At this time, 19 Caring Visitors are seeing
22 members of our congregation. At least 23 more mem-
bers of the congregation would like to receive a visit
from a Caring Visitor.  More Caring Visitors are needed.  

What's the commitment?  

•Caring Visitors visit at least once a month.
However, details of scheduling are worked out between
the Caring Visitor and the person being visited.  

•A Caring Visitor should be willing to listen, be inter-
ested in sharing news about the current events in our
church life, and be comfortable working with senior citi-
zens. 

•Caring Visitors are asked to participate in quarterly
feed-back sessions with other Caring Visitors, gathering
at the Meeting House.  These sessions offer training on a
specific topic and have time for conversation, questions
and fellowship. 

•Caring Visitors need to be able to provide their own
transportation—at least one Caring Visitor chooses to
take the bus.

The House of Hope's Caring Visitor program is under
the volunteer management of two House of Hope
Deacons, Frank Berdan and Linda Diekvoss, and a lead-
ership team consisting of Tom Forster-Smith, Robin
Solac, Emily Brenegen and Carie Essig.  New members
are always welcome.  Please contact Tom Forster-Smith
at tomf@hohchurch.org or 651-223-7553 if you'd like to
help with the planning and leadership of this program. 

If you're interested in being a Caring Visitor, please
contact Frank Berdan at fberdan3@yahoo.com or 651-
227-2564; or Linda Diekvoss at LADiekvoss@yahoo.com
or 651-224-2609.   You are also welcome to attend the
next Caring Visitor feed-back session. 

The next Caring Visitor Feedback Session is Saturday,
April 9, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the Meeting House (761
Summit).  To register please call the church office 651-
227-6311.

In God’s Service,
The Caring Visitor Leadership Team

House of Hope Yoga Classes

Come join the House of Hope yogis in practice
Monday mornings at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays and

Fridays at 5:30 p.m. on the third floor of the Meeting
House. Relax, breathe into the moment and refresh your
spirit. The goal of gentle yoga movements is to integrate
our physical, emotional, mental and spiritual well-being.
No previous experience is necessary. Just wear comfort-
able clothing, bring your mat and enjoy.

Yoga Teacher Laura Merriam has had over 15 years
of yoga practice, including four years of intensive study
of Anusara Yoga, a form of Hatha yoga focused on
alignment, balance, breath and relaxation. Anusara
means to flow with grace and celebrates the creative
freedom of the Divine in all beings.  Her classes at
House of Hope have generated a devoted following
over the last three years and the group welcomes new-
comers. 

Registration is $95 for a ten-session pass or $11 per
session. Come enjoy the first class for free.  For more
information about the classes, please contact Laura at
651-699-1978 or at lcmerriam@msn.com.  You can regis-
ter and pay in the church office during business hours.
Payment is due at registration.  
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Sunday         Weekday Connections
Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Sunday-Weekday Connections, the intergenerational
House of Hope women’s program, continues

February 22. House of Hope women of all ages and vari-
ous backgrounds enjoy stimulating discussion, friend-
ship and fellowship. 

• Meet, relax and share a meal. The evening begins with
a social time at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m.
and the speaker's presentation. The evening ends at
approximately 8:30 p.m.
• Hear another House of Hope woman reflect on her
Monday-Saturday experience.
• Talk together about how our faith works throughout
daily life.
• Our Tuesday, February 22, meeting is at the Meeting
House (former manse, 761 Summit Avenue). You can get
to the Meeting House back door from the Portland park-
ing lot if you prefer to park there, or park on Summit
Avenue and enter the front door.
• Cost is $25 per person for a meal and related expenses. 

Speaker
Rev. Joann H. Lee is our February speaker.   

Watch the bulletin and the weekly e-mail from The
House of Hope for more information.

Mark this upcoming date on your calendar:
March 29: Catherine Nurmi will be our guest speaker.

Change of Heart Offering

The Change of Heart offering provides an
opportunity for us to be intentionally more

generous with our monetary gifts to the work of the
Church in God's world. Each week the loose coins, cur-
rency, and checks with a memo note “Change of Heart”
will be set aside and given to a special ministry. During
the month of February, these gifts go to the Hallie Q.
Brown Food Shelf and Minnesota FoodShare

Seeking Gardens

Plans are beginning for another House of Hope garden
tour in the summer.  This time we want to focus on

House of Hope members' gardens that are in the north-
ern half of the metropolitan area.  Please consider volun-
teering your garden for the tour.  Contact Jan Anderson,
jananderson75@comcast.net or 651-451-3789, to volun-
teer or for more information.

“Thank You” 
from Women’s Advocates

Dear Friends of The House of Hope Presbyterian
Church,

Thank you so much for your donation in December of
2010 of 27 pairs of pajamas and 2 bags of new books to
Women’s Advocates. Our goal of eliminating violence in
the lives of women, children, and families can only be
accomplished with the help of generous individuals like
you.

Your support helps make it possible for us to help
women and children leave the violence and fear of abu-
sive relationships.  Each and every donation helps
women to start anew, creating a safe and healthy envi-
ronment for her and her children.  Thank you for part-
nering with us, as together, we work to make the Twin
Cities a more safe and peaceful community.

Sincerely,

Raeone Loscalzo
Executive Director

Library Corner

There is a volunteer position open for head librarian in
the Adult Library at The House of Hope.  Duties

include purchasing and processing books, plus general
maintenance of the library collection.  Please contact
Terry Maroney at terrymaroney@charter.net or 952-423-
6960 for more information.

10



11

Grief Groups

Grief Support Groups
sponsored by the

Capital City Grief
Coalition meet  each
Thursday afternoon
(through March 2011),
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at The
House of Hope. These
groups are designed to
meet the needs of those
who have suffered the
loss of a loved one
through death. New-
comers are welcome at
any time.  For more
information, contact
Coalition Coordinator Lois
Knutson at 651-227-4430.  

Hard Hats

This group of hard-
working volunteers

helps keep The House of
Hope facilities in great
condition.  The group
works on a task list pro-
vided by their crew
leader, Erv Lentz.
Facilities Manager Doug
Wakefield is on hand to
guide their efforts.  For
more information, call
Erv Lentz at 651-484-
7976. Otherwise, just
come to the next gather-

Events
ing at 9 a.m. in the
Assembly Room on
Thursday, February 3.

Loaves and
Fishes

The SAINTS team will
rally to the cause of

the Loaves and Fishes
Program again this month
when the team serves
guests on Monday,
February 21, at Faith
Lutheran Church, Charles
and Mackubin Streets in
Saint Paul. The food prep
team starts at 2 p.m.;
servers and expediters
begin at 5 p.m. Questions?
Please call Kay or Paul
Solon at 651-690-3024.

Kirk Club

The Kirk Club will have
Mary Westra as a

guest on Sunday,
February 13, at the
Lexington (on Grand
Avenue at Lexington in St.
Paul) at 12:30 p.m.  Mary
will talk about her recent-
ly published memoir,
After the Murder of My Son.
The cost of brunch is
$13.78 and up, including
tax and tip.  Call 651- 227-
6311 by noon on February
11 with your reservation.

Happy 2011

Ican’t believe another
year has come and

gone. 2011 used to seem
like a date that only

appeared in science fiction movies. But it is really here,
another New Year. It’s that time of year that for me,
recovering alcoholic, is a source of great turmoil.

As a practicing alcoholic the most important day of
the year was New Year’s Eve. Great planning went into
having the right combination of drugs and alcohol and
the right party to go to. When people close to me would
suggest taking it easy or, heaven forbid, let’s not drink, I
would react with anger. How dare you threaten my ritu-
al or suggest that I might have a problem? Usually the
celebration ended in a fog. The next day, New Years
Day, was spent recovering from the night before and
making resolutions about never getting high again. For
my all-or-nothing personality that meant a total change
in lifestyle. That would be an absurd expectation and I
would be doomed to fail. 

It brings back memories of grade school. I had a lot of
behavior issues and was constantly bringing notes home
from my teacher that had to be signed by my parents.
The note back to the teacher always included “Carey
promises to do better next time.” But the cycle would
just continue. At an early age I learned the cycle of reso-
lution-making and failure.

New Year’s resolutions invite us to think about the
state of our lives and how we’d prefer them to be. This
can be a time for healthy reflection and rededication to
our priorities. But if you’re in recovery, resolution-mak-
ing and the failure thereof can be a road block to our
health. I don’t think there is anything wrong with setting
a goal that you start to work on at a certain date, but
frankly, I think the best day to pick is today and only
today. This helps me avoid the deal-making and the
postponing.  “Baby steps” as Bill Murray said in the
movie “What About Bob?” My wife Jan and A.A. have
been a great help to me in my learning to live in the
moment and not get too far ahead of myself.

So here I am in 2011. What resolutions do I want to
make? I would like to get past the pain I feel for my
mentally ill son and spend more time with him. I would
like to read more and watch television less. I would like
to make more of an effort to maintain friendships. I
would like to stay sober. All of these are things that I can
do today and don’t require absurd expectations.

Happy 2011 to all, and I hope anyone in need can
find the help they need. Feel free to contact me or any-
one on the Faith Partners Team if you need help finding
resources to help solve problems and find answers.

—Carey Favorite
The House of Hope Faith Partners Ministry Team 

Faith Partners mission statement: The House of Hope Faith
Partners Ministry will serve the needs of our congregation, and the
broader community, by addressing addiction in our midst.  We will
provide educational programs, resource information, outreach and
support to people affected by addiction.  As team members, we will
be informed and active, always advocating for compassion,
understanding and a safe, open setting in which to serve. 

Intercessors
Appreciation Coffee

Intercessors, mark your calendars!

Date:  Sunday, February 13, 2011
Time:  8:45 to 9:45 a.m.
Place:  Kirby Lounge

Come and enjoy a cup of coffee, juice and treats as we
gather for conversation and to support each other as
House of Hope Intercessors who pray for church mem-
bers, their relatives and friends.
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In Memoriam
James R. Jensen
January 12, 2011

Congregation Baptism

January 9, 2010

Isabella Jean Laidlaw
daughter of Melissa
Thompson and Paul

Laidlaw

Carmalina Maari Huhn
daughter of Maria Luciana

Anderson

January 16, 2010

Maiya Kathleen Sanderson
daughter of

Stephanie and Don
Sanderson


