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Martin Luther King
Holiday Breakfast

he St. Paul Area Council of Churches is hosting a free

Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Breakfast for the
Summit-University community which will be held at the
Central Mission Church, 1632 Charles Ave., Saint Paul,
Minnesota, from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. on Monday, January
19, 2009. One of three breakfast sites around St. Paul,
the program will feature a tasty, hot breakfast and a big
screen broadcast of the program from the General Mills
MLK Breakfast in downtown Minneapolis as we cele-
brate “Because of His Dream I Can, Lead, Grow,
Inspire.” The keynote speaker will be General Colin
Powell. General Powell is the former Secretary of State
(2001), Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(1989-1993) and has served 35 years in the United States
Army.

All are invited to attend. Space for the breakfast is
limited, however, so reservations are required.
Reservations will be taken between December 26, 2008
and January 13, 2009 only. You may register online at
the Saint Paul Area Council of Churches website,
www.spacc.org or by calling 651-789-3877. For further
information, please contact Lucy Zanders at 651-789-
3849 or Izanders@spacc.org, or Peg Wangensteen at 651-
789-3850 or pwangensteen@spacc.org.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:15 A.M. EL1IZABETH CHAPEL
10 A.M. SANCTUARY

Sunday, January 4
Second Sunday after Christmas
Holy Communion at 8:15 in the Elizabeth Chapel
David A. Van Dyke, preaching
Choral Music at 10 a.m.:
Motet Choir:
The Old Year Now Hath Passed Away, J. S. Bach;
Cast Thy Burden upon the Lord, Felix Mendelssohn

Sunday, January 11
Baptism of the Lord
Holy Communion at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary
David A. Van Dyke, preaching
Choral Music at 10 a.m.:
Motet Choir: L'Enfant du Christ, Hector Berlioz
Choir School: Come with Rejoicing, Robert Leaf

Sunday, January 18
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thomas W. Forster-Smith, preaching
Choral music at 10 a.m.:
Motet Choir:
O How Amiable, Vaughan Williams
Choir School: In Heavenly Love, John Ness Beck
Bell Choir: Quelle est cette odeur agréable?
Un flambeau, Jeannette, Isabelle
by Douglas E. Wagner

Sunday, January 25
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
David Van Dyke, preaching
Choral music at 10 a.m.:
Motet Choir: Give Me Jesus, Spiritual
Choir School: Then will I Jehovah Praise, G.F. Handel

Holy Communion in January
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated
on Sunday, January 4, at 8:15 a.m. in the Elizabeth
Chapel; and on Sunday, January 11, at 10 a.m. in the
Sanctuary.




A Thief in the Night

ust before Thanksgiving, I had my briefcase stolen

from my car while I was in a restaurant having din-
ner. When I returned to my car and shut the door, it
sounded like a rear window was open. I turned
around and saw that the rear passenger window had
been smashed. I was stunned and immediately
reached behind the driver’s seat for my briefcase,
which was gone. My laptop was not in the briefcase
but a churcl% cell phone was, as was my iPod and a
pair of prescriptions sunglasses that will do no one
any good but me. But the most significant thing the
thief got away with besides my ego and morale, was
my calendar. My official Presbyterian Church
Planning Calendar with all my appointments and
meetings, all the notes reminding me where I needed
to be when, which hotel I was staying in where—all of
it was gone.

I soon began to realize that I didn’t even know
what all was in this briefcase I had been carrying back
and forth to work each day, as well as lugging along
on every business trip I made. It certainly was heavy
enough that it should have contained some important
materials, but I honestly couldn’t recall what I'd been
carrying around with me. Then fear of the unknown
set in as I thought about what might have been in
there. A key to the house with our address on it? A
credit card statement with the account number dis-
played? Medical information from a doctor’s visit?
The thought that someone was going through my
things looking at my personal information was
extremely unsettling.

When the nice young man from the St. Paul Police
Department called me back he assured me that most
likely the thief quickly looked through the briefcase,
took the cell phone and I-Pod, and once it was deter-
mined that there was no envelope inside containing
something like 40 unmarked $100 bills, quickly threw
the briefcase and its remaining “worthless” contents
away. I guess that was supposed to make me feel a lit-
tle better, which in a way, it did. Because someone
who’d smash a car window in public and grab a brief-
case is probably not motivated enough to comb
though a pile of personal information in order to fig-
ure out a way to really defraud them. And I did take
some satisfaction knowing that the play list on my
iPod would most likely be extremely disappointing to
whoever had done this. Then, several days later, after
my initial anger subsided, I began to wonder about the
kind of person who would do such a thing. What kind
of person is so desperate, so lazy and unimaginative
that smashing a car window and grabbing a briefcase
with an unknown content value, seemed like the best
option for them that night? Could someone like that
really feel good about themselves or their predicament
in life? I'm temporarily hassled and annoyed. More
than likely, however, the person who stole my brief-
case will spend his or her life experiencing a level of
desperation and hopelessness I can’t even imagine.

So Teddy has given me a brand new planning cal-
endar. For a brief time it was white and clean—incom-
plete as if I had nothing to do. I am piecing my orga-
nized life back together, slowing rescheduling my

Continued lower right column...

Didier Seminar:
“The Heart of Islam”
March 6,7, 8, 2009

hat is “the Heart of Islam”? This year the Didier

Seminar will explore Islam with the aim of deeﬁ—
ening our understanding of the many dimensions of the
tradition as well as how it is practiced and experienced
by its followers. The seminar’s featured speaker will
be renowned Muslim scholar Seyyed Hossein Nasr,
who has had the unique experience of having lived,
studied and taught in both the East and the West.

Professor Nasr was born and received his early
education in Tehran. He studied science and math at
MIT. He earned his PhD from Harvard University in
the history of science with a specialization in Islamic
cosmology and science. After returning to Tehran, he
was a Professor at Tehran University for 20 years. He
also served as Dean and Vice Chancellor of Aryamehr
University and was founder and President of the
Iranian Academy of Philosophy.

Dr. Nasr has lectured and taught extensively
throughout the world. He was the first Muslim scholar
to deliver the renowned Gifford Lectures, dedicated to
the ongoing study of the relationship between theology
and the natural sciences. He is the author of over 30
books which have been translated into numerous lan-
guages. He has also been involved over the years in the
study of the meaning of Islamic Literature, Art and
Architecture and in their preservation and propagation.

During his years in Iran he immersed himself in
Islamic philosopKy and studied at the feet of some of
the greatest teachers in Iran at the time. He is now
acknowledged as one of the world’s leading scholars
and practitioners of Sufism, the mystic branch of Islam.
Since 1984 he has been at George Washington
University where he presently serves as University
Professor of Islamic studies.

Dr. Nasr will present three lectures for the Didier
Seminar. On Friday evening his topic is ”The Heart
of Islam,” followed Saturday morning by “Islam and
Modernity.” After Professor Nast’s presentations,
members of a panel will share their responses and per-
sonal religious perspectives. On Sunday, March 8,
Professor Nasr will speak during the adult enrichment
hour. His topic will be “What You Should Know
About Islam.”

commitments. I'm filling in the blanks and keeping
my fingers crossed. If you had an appointment with
me, you might want to call me and remind me. We
tend to be governed by schedules and timetables. In a
busy world, and as I look at my new somewhat incom-
plete calendar, I'm aware of the gift of an open day
with no appointments or meetings. A day to perhaps
write quietly or maybe even go home a little early—the
kind of day one should actually schedule from time to
time.

— David




Please Welcome Our New Members!

Alina and Joshua Bailey Family

Paul and Nicole Dambowy
Family

Sarah Greening

Matt and Krisi Meyer
Family

Jeanne and Terrence

Bailey

Paddy Danaher

B.J. and Kirsten Hellyer

Christine Morris

Elizabeth Sanson

Anne Kelly Berg and David
Berg Family

Leighton and Mauri Deer
Family

Bill and Sharon Klumpp

Mark and Susan Williamson
Family

Not pictured: Kathy Beenen, Miriam Lay, Julia Nicholson, Kye Samuelson, Anna and Brandon Williamson




Handling Sobriety

“No, A.A. doesn’t teach us how to handle our drinking. It
teaches us how to handle sobriety, which is what none of us
could handle in the first place. That’s why we drank.”

I’Ve heard this saying many times in A.A. Yes, I, Doug,
am an alcoholic—a recovering alcoholic.

This church has one of the largest A.A. meetings in
the area. It’s been held here, helping Feople with addic-
tion, for about 25 years. It is part of House of Hope’s
mission to provide meeting space and support for peo-
gle who are in recovery. The Faith Partners team has

een helping addicts and their families since 2003. I'm
happy to be a member of the team.

A.A. meetings are very important to alcoholics. It is
where we learn how to live the twelve steps of
Alcoholics Anonymous. As the saying goes, “You don’t
Eo to AA just to get help, but to give help.” It’s about

elping the one who suffers—as this church, the minis-
ters and members, and my family, have helped me.
Without their help, I don’t know where I would be
today. We cannot recover on our own. We recover with
the help of others, which is what A.A. is all about. And
those of us in Faith Partners hope that we can help any-
one out there who needs it.

There are a lot of helpful little sayings in A.A., like
“Easy does it,” “Keep it simple,” and “One day at a
time.” Itry to live that way each day.

Alcoholics Anonymous has been around since 1935
and has helped millions of people worldwide. I'm grate-
ful for A.A. and what it has done for me. Life takes on
new meaning in A.A. We watch eople recover, we see
them help others, we watch loneliness vanish, we see a
fellowship open up around us. This is an experience not
to miss.

There is a prayer we say at one of my meetings. Most
f)eople are familiar with it, but to an alcoholic, it is a life-
ine:

God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.

—Doug Wakefield
Member of the House of Hope Faith Partners Team

Faith Partners mission statement: The House of Hope
Faith Partners Ministry will serve the needs of our congrega -
tion, and the broader community, by addressing addiction in
our midst. We will provide educational programs, resource
information, outreach and support to people affected by addic -
tion. As team members, we will be informed and active,
always advocating for compassion, understanding and a safe,
open setting in which to serve.

How Do
Emotions
Shape Our
Lives?

Karen Mead

We're past the harried holidays and some of us are
braced for the blues of January.

Our emotions are real. They give life richness and
color. But they can also overpower us.

What are emotions? Where do they come from?
What do we do with them?

Karen Mead, executive director of Emotions
Anonymous International, will answer these questions
and more on Sunday, January 11, for the Adult
Enrichment Program beginning at 11:10 a.m. in the
Assembly Room.

This program is sponsored by Faith Partners, House
of Hope's ministry focused on addiction and recovery
support and education.

Ms. Mead has been Executive Director of Emotions
Anonymous (EA), a 12-Step program, since 1990. The
organization has 900 chapters in 42 states and 30 coun-
tries.

Ms. Mead, a resident of St. Paul, has also been a
member of the community faculty at Metropolitan
State University since 1988 where she teaches a course
in Chemical Dependency Intervention and Prevention.

Before joining Emotions Anonymous, Ms. Mead was
Supervisor of Outpatient Services at St. Mary's
Chemical Dependency Service for ten years. She trav-
eled to hospitals in the U.S. helping them to establish
treatment and aftercare programs based on the St.
Mary's model. In addition to these leadership roles, she
has extensive experience as a counselor.

Ms. Mead's degrees are in leadership, management,
counseling psychology and chemical dependency
counseling. She is a graduate of Augsburg College,
Metropolitan State University, and Minneapolis
Community College.




Grief Groups
Grief Support Groups

sponsored by the
Capital City Grief
Coalition meet each
Thursday afternoon from
5t0 6:30 p.m. at
Macalester-Plymouth
United Church, 1658
Lincoln. (Parking is avail-
able adjacent to the church
building.)

These groups are
designed to meet the
needs of those who have
suffered the loss of a loved
one through death, and
newcomers are welcome
at any time. For more
information, contact
Coalition Coordinator Lois
Knutson at 651-227-4430.

Loaves and Fishes
he Apostles team will
serve dinner for our

neighbors in Frogtown on

Monday, January 19

(Martin Luther King Day),

at Faith Lutheran Church,

Charles & Mackubin

Streets. Our food prep and

table set-up teams arrive

at2 p.m. Later on, at5

p.m., our servers and

expediters arrive to pre-

sent dinner and then clean
up the dining hall and

kitchen. We lock up by 7

p.m. ... guaranteed! Any

questions? Please call

Captain Bob Hennesy at

651-739-7262 or Ray Clark

at 651-484-7270.

Hard Hats
his group of hard-
working volunteers is
looking for a few good
people to help them keep

the House of Hope facili-
ties in great condition.
The group works on a
task list provided by their
crew leader, Erv Lentz.
Facilities Manager Doug
Wakefield is on hand to
guide their efforts. For
more information, call Erv
at 651-484-7976. Other-
wise, just come to the next
gathering at 9 a.m. in the
Church Library on
Thursday, January 8.
Meanwhile, contact

Doug Wakefield if you see
anything around the
church that needs atten-
tion (dougw@hohchurch.org)!

Kirk Club

1l non-snowbirds will

rally at the Lexington
on Sunday, January 18, at
11:30 a.m. for some good
talk and fellowship.
Menu items start at $13.78
including tax and tip.
Please make reservations
with the church office,
651-227-6311 by noon on
Friday, January 16. The
Kirk Club is one of House
of Hope's fellowship
groups for persons aged
55 or better.

Keenagers
he Keenagers will not
meet in January.
Watch the bulletin and
future issues of The Anchor
for late winter events.

Cloister Art
Gallery
Husband and wife

artists Meg Luhrs
and Leif Bjornson will dis-
play their work in the
Cloister Gallery during
the month of January.

Leif Bjornson studied

pottery at Capelagarden,
and glassblowing at

Stewardship 2009
A Pledge Update

As of December 15, 2008, 78% of the $1,315,789
pledge goal has been pledged. With new leader-
ship, better financial planning and budget manage-
ment, as well as a growing church community, there is
definite excitement and a renewed spirit that has been
clearly evident both last year and again this year.

We do hope all members and friends will be able to
make a pledge this year to help support the important
work our church is doing both locally and throughout
the world. We all understand that these are challenging
economic times, and this can make it difficult for some
people to pledge their support at the level they might
otherwise like to. But rest assured that a pledge of any
amount, whether small or large, is an expression of
support for the mission, programs, and outreach work
of the church; and all contributions made to glorify
God by returning to God a portion of the blessings we
all so generously receive!

Pledge your financial support to the church for 2009.
A pledge card can be found in the pew or contact
Michelle Freyholtz, Assistant for Administration at 651-
223-7556; michellef@hohchurch.org and ask her to send
you one. Please complete it and return it to the church
office; or just drop it in the offering plate on Sundays.
Your help and support in this way will be recognized
and gratefully appreciated.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. —II Corinthians 9:6-11

—The House of Hope Stewardship Committee

Orrefors, Sweden, in the
late 70’s, and has been a
fulltime artist ever since.
All his stoneware pottery
is lead-free, oven-proof,
dishwasher- and
microwave-safe, and can
be custom-ordered in any

Luhrs and Bjérnson
have had a studio and
gallery since 1985 in a 150-
year-old converted gra-
nary building perched
above the dam in St.

Croix Falls, Wisconsin.
They always welcome

of his ongoing patterns.
Meg Lubhrs is a gradu-
ate of the University of
Minnesota Studio Arts
program. She paints pri-
marily in watercolor, but
also works with mixed
media, soft pastels, oils,
and wood and linoleum
blocks for relief printing.

people to their shop with
coffee, a demonstration on
the potter’s wheel, and an
offer to take in their splen-
did view of the river.



Imagine More:
Moving Toward
a Master Plan

he 2014 Task Force has engaged the firm Miller

Dunwiddie to provide Master Planning services,
assisting us in the continuation of our work to create a
plan for our buildings and property with both mainte-
nance and possible revision in mind.

The completed plan will offer us a group of concept
design options that explore ways to accommodate our
church’s needs and hopes, as identified by our congre-
gation, either within the current building(s) or with
additions. Proposed additions will be designed to con-
form to the historic guidelines of the neighborhood.
Both cost estimates and a project time-line will be
included in their work.

2014 Chair, Jeff Knutson, Pat Smith, and Matt
Brenengen serve as the Construction Subcommittee for
the Task Force and were unanimous in their endorse-
ment of Miller Dunwiddie as their architects of choice.
The Minneapolis-based firm was established in 1963
and has completed works of a similar scale to ours for
the Cathedral of St. Paul, Assumption Catholic Church,
and Basilica of St. Mary. Their work on over 500 his-
toric preservation projects is a testament to the firm’s
commitment to improving and preserving existing
buildings through excellent design. In 2001 the
Minnesota Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects recognized Miller Dunwiddie with its Firm
of the Year Award.

Charles (Chuck) Liddy will be our principal contact
at Miller Dunwiddie. He refers to the firm’s under-
standing of the research and documentation demands,
as well as architectural subtleties of historic renovation
that make them a good fit for the work at House of
Hope. As recently as 2008 the firm received a
Preservation Alliance of Minnesota Award for its work
on Grace University Lutheran Church which is adja-
cent to the University of Minnesota campus.

The 2014 Task force continues to embrace its charge
to enhance both the programming and physical space
of our church in order to grow into the next decade,
and for generations to come! We welcome your
prayers of support for our work and your comments.

The 2014 Task Force

Jeff Knutson, Chair

Bonnie Alton, Paul Anderson, Matthew Brenengen,
Larry Lee, Kay Owens, Pat Smith, Dinah Swain
Schuster, Rev. David Van Dyke, Mary Westra, Ted
Weyerhaeuser

February 1 is
Macalester
Sunday

On February 1, we cel-
ebrate our historic
relationship with
Macalester College,
whose founder and first
president was Edward
Duffield Neill. Dr. Neill
founded The First
Presbyterian Church in
1849 and House of Hope
in 1855. The two congre-
gations merged in 1914 to
become The House of
Hope Presbyterian
Church. The worship
services begin with the
skirls of the bagpipe, and
service music is provided
by the Macalester College
Concert Choir under the
direction of Dr. Robert
Peterson. The Rev. Dr.
Lucy Forster-Smith, chap-
lain of the college, is the
preacher of the day.
Macalester President
Brian Rosenberg brings
greetings from the college.
Shortbread will be served
in Kirk Parlour courtesy
of the college and through
the good offices of Erlene
Lagerquist, staff represen-
tative of the Macalester
College Alumni Office.
Members of our congrega-
tion who are Macalester
graduates serve as
greeters.

The Adult
Enrichment program that
day will feature Karin
Trail-Johnson, Director of
the Civic Engagement
Center at Macalester, who
will offer an update on
the development of the
Macalester Institute for
Global Citizenship.

Elizabeth Chapel
Organ Recital
Series

January 25, 4 p.m.

Our Elizabeth Chapel
Organ Recital Series
continues in January with
an appearance by
Christopher D. Wallace,
Music Director / Organist
at Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church, Edina,
Minnesota. Dr. Wallace is
a native of Atlanta,
Georgia, receiving his
Bachelor and Master of
Music degrees from the
Eastman School of Music,
Rochester, New York.
While at Eastman, Dr.
Wallace held the rep-
utable appointment of
teaching assistant to Dr.
Nelita True, and in addi-
tion, earned Eastman’s
distinguished Performer’s
Certificate. Dr. Wallace
also holds a Doctor of
Musical Arts degree from
the University of
Minnesota.

As a soloist, chamber
musician, and accompa-
nist, Dr. Wallace has per-
formed and adjudicated
in select cities in the U.S.
and Central America. Dr.
Wallace is president and
owner of Allen Organs of
the Twin Cities, Inc., a
mid-west representative
for the Allen Organ
Company, which special-
izes in the sales and
installation of digital clas-
sical church, theatre or
pipe/ digital combination
instruments and Allen
Audio public address sys-
tems. Christopher and
his wife, Megan, who is
also a pianist musician,
live in St. Louis Park,
Minnesota with their two
beloved dogs, Lazer and
Mosey.

The recital will be
preceded with a carillon
prelude by David
Johnson starting at 3:30.



Enrichment
Programs

undays, 11:10 a.m. to

12 noon in the
Assembly Room (unless
otherwise noted)

January 4: Report
From South Africa.
Presenters: Rev. Tom
Forster-Smith and 2008
Mission Trip Travelers.
This group, which trav-
eled to South Africa in
October 2008, will tell
about their work on the
construction of a new
Presbyterian Church in the
village of Malungeni, and
will show their photos.

January 11: Faith
Partners: “Emotions Run
Amok: Anxiety, Anger and
Panic.”

This presentation will
focus on how feelings of
rage, fear, hurt, sorrow
and anxiety can over-
whelm us and derail our
lives. How otherwise
healthy, balanced people
can get stuck in self-
destructive feelings and
how they can cope more
effectively will be exam-
ined and discussed.

January 18:

Compatible Technology.
Hear how a local non-
profit organization, sup-
ported in part by House of
Hope, helps alleviate
hunger in developing
countries with simple
equipment to process and
preserve food. CTI helps
poor people eat better and
improve economically.
Presenters will be Roger
Salway, Executive
Director of CTI, and
Camille George, Professor
of Engineering, University
of St. Thomas. Mr. Salway
has extensive international

experience and Mrs.
George oversees students
researching new ways to
use CTI equipment.

January 25: 2009
House of Hope Travel
Opportunities . Members
of the pastoral staff of the
House of Hope will offer
presentations on upcom-
ing mission and educa-
tional travel opportuni-
ties.

Short Series

The Dark Horse of Poetry
Billy Collins, recent U.S.
Poet Laureate

resenter: Joy Davis.

Thursday, January 8,
10 a.m. at the Meeting
House. Even readers
who normally shun poet-
ry embrace the works of
Billy Collins. He teases
people into re-imagining
their everyday world and
discovering miracles in
ordinary places. No
reservation is needed for
this seminar. The only
preparation necessary is a
desire to enjoy Collins’
work and discover anew
what poetry is all about.
Future sessions to discuss
other authors will be dis-
cussed on January 8.

Bible Study

Weekly opportunities
for study of the
coming Sunday’s lec-
tionary scripture lessons:

eThe Men’s Breakfast
each Tuesday, 7 to 8:15
a.m. at the Copper Dome
Restaurant, 1333
Randolph Ave., St. Paul,
and

*Wednesday mornings
with the Rev. Molly
McMillan in the Church
Library at the House of
Hope, from 10 to 11:30

*See also the Kerygma
Bible Study in column 4
of this page.

Family Issues

ith and Kin (a group

for parents of young
children) meets on the 2nd
and 4th Fridays of the
month from 9:30 a.m. to 11
a.m. in the Kirk Parlour.
Newcomers are welcome.
The group also meets for a
service project at
Presbyterian Homes in
Roseville on the 3rd
Friday of the month.
Contact Jan Snell, 651-223-
7547, for more information
or to request child care.

Safer Communities
for Children and Families

resenter: Nancy Sabin,

Executive Director,
Jacob Wetterling Resource
Center. Sundays, January
25 and February 1, 11
a.m., Room 1:
January 25: What do safer
communities look like for
children and families?
What do we need to know
about every day safety?
February 1: Safety On-
line: What parents, grand-
parents and caregivers
need to know.

Parent Conversation
Group

Parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and
teachers are welcome to
attend anytime without
having done background
reading.

Discussions are offered
Sundays at 11:10 am in
Room 1 when the church
calendar does not feature
a major event. Dates will
be identified in the church
bulletin.

Once a month, brief
discussions will be held
around Noomas, which
are short, provocative

daily life produced by Rob
Bell, a pastor from a large
church in Michigan. The
discussions will be held in
Room 1 from 9:15 to 9:45.
Watch the bulletin for
more details.

Sunday-Weekday
Connections

Women meet for din-
ner and discussion
of spirituality, careers,
relationships, culture.
Tuesday, January 27, 6
p-m. at the Meeting
House (761 Summit). Call
Bonnie Alton, 651-229-
0143 for more information.

Wednesday
in-Depth Series:

Islam:
Religion and Culture

ednesdays, February

4 through March 4,
7:15 to 8:45 p.m., Assembly
Room. Speaker: Professor
Nabil Matar, University of
Minnesota.

Learn more about the
historic roots and contem-
porary practices of Islam
through the eyes of a
learned teacher who grew
up in an Islamic culture.
The son of a Lutheran min-
ister, Professor Matar was
educated in Beirut,
Lebanon, and went on to
receive his PhD in English
at the University of
Cambridge. He joined the
faculty at the University of
Minnesota in 2007 where
he is currently teaching a
class on Religion and
Culture.

You may attend all four
of Dr. Matar’s lectures for
the most thorough learn-
ing experience. However,
each is a self contained lec-
ture so you may also select
topics of interest.
Accompanying materials

Continued on p. 8....



Adult
Education

...Continued from p. 7

will be available at each
session. Sessions include:
February 4: Historical
Overview of Islam.
February 11:Understanding
the Sunni/Shi’ite

Traditions.

February 18: Reading the
Quran, including the

Mary & Jesus teachings.
February 25:Ash
Wednesday, NO CLASS
March 4: The Influence of
Culture and

Nationality on Islamic
Practices.

This series is presented
in conjunction with “The
Heart of Islam,” the 2009
Didier Seminar which will
be held March 6, 7, and 8,
2009. The featured semi-
nar speaker is renowned
Muslim scholar Seyyed
Hossein Nasr.

Kerygma Bible Study:
Blessed Are You: The
Beatitudes of Jesus.

ix consecutive

Wednesday evenings,
January 14 through Feb.
18, 7 to 8: 30 p.m. (in the
Kirk Parlour, unless other-
wise noted).

Taught by Rev. Tom
Forster-Smith, this
Wednesday evening class
is a study of the Beatitudes
of Jesus, as recorded in
Scripture and experienced
in life. Please register for
the class in the church
office beginning Sunday,
Jan. 4. Resource Books are
available for $13.00.
Contact Rev. Forster-Smith
at tomf@hohchurch.org or
651 223-7553 for further
information.

Great Decisions

Programs are presented
the third Tuesday of
the month at 7 p.m. in the
Church Library. The first
program of the New Year
will be February 17, 2009.

Topic: Afghanistan and
Pakistan
How does the U.S. work
with these two countries
on wide-sweeping securi-
ty issues both in the
region and around the
world, including India?

Speaker: Bill Davnie
Served as a Foreign
Service Officer in the U.S
.Department of State from
1981-2007. His postings
included Hong Kong,
Thailand, USSR /Russia,
Tajikistan, Lithuania and
Finland as well as four
months in Baghdad in
2007. Prior to the Foreign
Service he served as a
Presbyterian pastor in
rural North Dakota. He
has worked with a variety
of U.S. Government assis-
tance programs including
counter-narcotics pro-
grams in Asia and democ-
racy development pro-
grams in the former
Soviet Union. Mr Davnie
spoke with us last year on
the European Union at 50.
Bill is one of the most
dynamic well-informed
speakers on international
issues in this area.

Great Decisions: discus-
sions of U.S. foreign poli-
cy issues based on a read-
ing guide from the
Foreign Policy
Association and led by
speakers recommended
by the Minnesota
International Center.
Guests are welcome. For
more information, call
Bob Mairs, 651-222-3423,
Dennis Anderson, 651-
730-4003, or the church
office, 651-227-6311.

Library Corner

The following books have been added to the New
Books shelf in the Adult Library. Please remember
that all books taken from the library must be signed out
—and returned! Follow the instructions on the purple
display signs. Happy reading!!

—The Library Committee

Bible Commentary

Ecclesiastes (Interpretation Series) by William P. Brown
Encountering Ecclesiastes: A Book for Our Time by James
Limburg

Esther (Interpretation Series) by Carol M. Bechtel
Ezra-Nehemiah (Interpretation Series) by Mark A.
Throntveit

Job (Interpretation Series) by J. Gerald Janzen

Proverbs 8nterpretation Series) by Leo G. Perdue

The Qur’an: A Biography by Bruce Lawrence

Parenting and Family

52 Family Time Ideas: Draw Closer to Your Kids as you
Draw Your Kids Closer to God by Timothy Smith

Hazards of Being a Man: Overcoming 12 Challenges All Men
Face by Jeffrey E. Miller

I Will to You: Leaving a Legacy for Those You Love by
Herbert Brokering

Integrity at Work: Finding Your Ethical Compass in a Post-
Enron World by Norman L. Geisler

Making Peace With Your Mom: Steps to a Healthier Mother-
Daughter Relationship by H. Norman Wright and Sheryl
Macauley

The Power of Parent-Child Play by Laurie Winslow
Sargent

Miscellaneous

The Emmaus Readers: Listening for God in Contemporary
Fiction edited by Gary D. Schmidt and Susan M. Felch
Founding FaitZ’: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of
Religious Freedom in America by Steven Waldman

Keeping the Ten Commandments by J. I. Packer

The Last Week: A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’s Final Week
in Jerusalem by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic
Crossan

Loving the Questions: An Exploration of the Nicene Creed by
Marianne H. Micks

Mary: Images of the Mother of Jesus in Jewish and Christian
Perspective by Jaroslav Pelikan, et al

Pray Big: The Power of Pinpoint Prayers by Will Davis
Sailing Acts by Linford Stutzman

Fiction

A Stitch in Time by Allison Bottke

The Florist’s Daughter by Patricia Hampl
Ome Little Secret %y Allison Bottke

The Pawn by Steven James

The Rook by Steven James

The Secret Cardinal by Tom Grace




From the Clerk

Dear Members of the House of Hope,

I would like to express to all of you the honor I have
felt to serve the House of Hope as Clerk of Session this
past year.

This very special position has given me the oppor-
tunity to work side by side with so many of you and to
learn what I really have known for so long, that this
churd is truly blessed with talented, spirit-filled peo-
ple.

Among the duties I performed as Clerk and Deputy
Clerk was asking many of you to serve on a variety of
committees, task forces, and service groups—and for
the most part, I was never turned down. As our lives
become more and more busy, our work here at church
could seem like just one more thing to do, but the
response I was met with so many times by new mem-
bers, seasoned members, and young people alike was
“tell me when and where and I will do my best.” Our
best is all our Lord asks of us.

I have found these past two years, under the leader-
ship of David Van Dyke, to have had a renewed sense of
energy and direction for House of Hope. David has
made some changes that indeed have simplified or
streamlined procedures in our committee process. He
has given our elected leadership positive insight and
vision to look beyond how things have always been
done to how things could better be done. As Clerk, I
very much appreciated his confidence and support.

Working closely with the House of Hope staff has
also made me appreciate the dedication, expertise, and
good humor that keeps this institution among the most
admired and respected in the country.

As I close out my term as Clerk, I look forward to
being part of the new possibilities that are making
themselves known to our congregation. I encourage all
of our members to answer our Lord’s call to serve with
a joyful heart. Thank you to all of you who are already
there, and thank you for letting me be a small part of
this spiritual endeavor.

Respectfully,
Lois Knutson
Clerk of Session 2008

Business Administrator
Search Begins

he Personnel Committee will soon begin the search

for the new Director of Business Administration.
Ads will be placed in local newspapers and other publi-
cations early in this New Year. Members and Friends
are encouraged to make recommendations to the com-
mittee if they know qualified individuals in the com-
munity who may be looking for such a position. Send
your inquiry to the attention of the Personnel
Committee at hoh@hohchurch.org.

Community Prayer and
Healing Service
at Redeemer Lutheran Church

As an outgrowth of the House of Hope’s community
partnership with several other congregations in the
Summit-University neighborhood, a prayer and healing
service will be held Thursday evening, January 8, at 7
p-m. at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 285 N. Dale
St. (parking available in lot on the Iglehart Ave. side of
the church building.) All members of the House of
Hope congregation and their friends who are concerned
about the quality of life in the St. Paul community are
invited to attend. This is the third monthly worship ser-
vice in a series of services aimed at bringing together
faith communities in the Summit-University neighbor-
hood of St. Paul for common worship and co-operative
action. For more information contact Rev. Tom Forster-
Smith at tomf@hohchurch.org, or tel. 651 223-7553.

Attention: House of Hope Artists

he House of Hope Members” Art Show will be held
in April this year. Please mark your calendars and
prepare your pieces for display.

Thinking About Membership?

We offer many opportunities for fellowship, worship, learning, and service—for adults, children, and youth. The
next opportunity to learn about membership in The House of Hope is Sunday, January 18, at 12 noon in the
Church Library. A light lunch will be served and child care will be available upon request. The class will be led by
Pastors David Van Dyke and Josh Heikkila. Please contact Michelle Freyholtz, 651-223-7556, to make a reservation.




SUNDAY MORNINGS
FOR CHILDREN

Nursery/Toddler Care

* Nursery/toddler care is
provided each Sunday
morning from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.

e Infants (birth - 10
months) go to the Noah's
Ark nursery in Room 8.

e Toddlers (19 months —
35 months) go to the
Garden of Eden in Room 2.
Both of these rooms are
staffed by trained paid
staff and volunteers.

If you are coming to wor-
ship at 8:15:

e Childcare will be pro-
vided for age 4 and
younger. (See above.
NOTE: toddlers, 3 and 4
year olds go to Room 2
during 8:15 worship)

e Children age 5 and up
participate in worship
with their families

If you are coming to the
10 a.m. worship service:
e Infants and toddlers go
to Room 8 or 2 (see above)
® Three-year-olds go to
room 6 beginning at 9:45
for supervised play.
Children must be 3 by
August 31.

e Children age 4 through
grade 5 attend the begin-
ning of the worship ser-
vice, then leave the sanc-
tuary for WORSHIP
ENRICHMENT.

WORSHIP ENRICH-
MENT! What is that?

® Age 3, pre-k and kinder-
garten gather in their
classrooms, and then will
go to Room 5 for singing
time. (About 10:20 a.m.)

e Grades 1-5 will gather in
the chapel for singing, and
learning about hymns,
prayer, Scripture reading,
and learning about the

parts of worship.
Members of the clergy, Jan
Snell, and Sofia Ardalan
will lead Worship
Enrichment time.

¢ Following Worship
Enrichment, children and
their teachers/shepherds
will go to Sunday School
(age 3-K) or Bible
Adventure (Grades 1-5).

NOTE: Education for all
ages is offered from 11
a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY MORNING
CHILDREN'S
PROGRAMMING
RESUMES

We return to the usual
schedule on Sunday,
January 4, with worship
in the chapel at 8:15, and
worship in the sanctuary
at 10 a.m. Sunday School
classes for age 3-K will
resume as usual. Children
in Grades 1-5 will have
special activities in Room
1 that morning.

B.I.B.L.E. ADVENTURE:
NEW UNIT BEGINS

On Sunday, January 11,
children in grades 1-5 will
begin a 5-week study of
Jesus in the Temple.
WORKSHOP LEADERS
are still needed. Please
contact Jan at 651-223-7547
or jans@hohchurch.org

MILESTONES
PROGRAM

eParents of 4th graders
who are working on ser-
vice projects are reminded
that the presentation date
is February 22. Families
should watch for more
information in coming
SOOM.

eGrade 2 Prayer Class:
Sunday, January 25
Make- up class: Sunday,
February 8 at noon.
Recognition in worship:
Sunday, March 1.

e Grade 5 Justice and
Fairness (involves a ser-
vice project and learning)

Class: February 22
Make-up class: March 1
at noon Recognition in
worship: May 17.

LET’S THINK SUMMER!
Details will follow, but
please put the following
dates on your calendars as
you begin your summer
planning:

*Family Camp
Weekend at Clearwater
Forest: June 19-21 . (Friday
night-through Sunday
noon.)

*Mini-Day Camp 1:
For ages 3-K. June 22-25
9 a.m.-12 noon.

*Overnight Camp at
Clearwater Forest: July 12-
18. This is the week when
Jan will be at camp.
Children must be ENTER-
ING grade 3 in September
of 2009 to attend camp.
This is also the week of
Junior High sailing camp.

*Mini-Day Camp 2:
Ages 3-K August 17-20
9:30 a.m.-12 noon.

*HOH Awesome
Summer Day camp:
Grades 1-6 August 24-28,
9 am.-4:30 p.m.

KITH AND KIN: A
GROUP FOR PARENTS
OF YOUNG CHILDREN
New members are wel-
come! This is a group of
parents who are raising
young children. We gath-
er on the second and
fourth Friday of each
month, from 9:30-11 a.m.
The first meeting of 2009
will be January
9.Childcare is available. If
you have questions,
please contact Jan at 651-
223-7547 or
jans@hohchurch.org.

LET’S GO BOWLING!
Sunday, January 25, from
5-7 p.m. at St. Bernard’s
Lanes in St. Paul. This is
an annual winter fun
event sponsored by the
Children and Family
Ministries Committee.
Pizza, bumper lanes, and
lots of fun will be the
order of the day. Please
sign up on the poster out-
side of the Christian
Education office, or con-
tact Jan at 651-223-7547.
All ages welcome!
Bumper lanes will be
available for the little
ones. Cost is $6 per per-
son; no charge children
under the age of 3. .
Bowling, shoes and pizza
are included in the cost.

House of Hope.

Snowbirds

f Fou are leaving Minnesota for a warmer setting,
please contact Michelle Freyholtz, 651-223-7556,
with your winter address and the dates of your stay.
We can then keep you informed of events here at

screen.

Automatic Giving

There is a growing trend among donors to make
contributions to their favorite organizations via the
Web during the final week of the year. We welcome
our donations through Automatic Giving on the
ouse of Hope website, www.hohchurch.org. Click
on the “Donate Online” link on the left side of the







The Change of
Heart offering
rovides an opportunity
or each of us to be
intentionally more gen-
erous with our monetary
gifts to the work of the
Church in God's world.
Each week the loose
coins, currency, and
checks with a memo
note “Change of Heart”
will be set aside and
given to a special min-

istry.

]guring the month of
January, the offering
goes to the Lydia Project
at Kwanzaa Community
Church in North Min-
neapolis. The Lydia
Women’s Empower-
ment Ministries seeks
spiritual, family, and
social change, and eco-
nomic empowerment for
all women of Minnea-
polis’ North side.

In Memoriam

Shirley Simonson
November 22, 2008

Pray with
the Pastors
Individual prayer time
with one of the minis-
ters is offered following
each worship service on
Sunday. If you would
like prayer for yourself
or for someone in your
family or circle of
friends, come to the
Chapel where you will
be met by a pastor who
will be glad to hear your
prayer request and
spend some time in
prayer with you.

THE H ouste oF H oPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TELEPHONE : 651-227-6311 FACSIMILE : 651-227-9969
www.hohchurch.org  hoh@hohchurch.org

Men’s Breakfast
Groups

uesday Men’s Break-

fast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. at the
Copper Dome at 1333
Randolph. We study the
lectionary lessons from the
coming Sunday's Scripture
lessons together.
eThursday Men’'s
Breakfast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. on
Thursdays at the St. Clair
Broiler on Snelling and St.
Clair. All House of Hope
men are welcome to
attend. For further infor-
mation, contact Reverend
Tom Forster-Smith at 651-
223-7553 or e-mail:
tomf@hohchurch.org.

Contact for Men’s
Breakfast Groups: Bob
Hennesy, 651-739-7262.

Newcomers are
always welcome!

Women’s
Breakfast

he Women’s

Breakfast Group
meets Friday mornings at
7 a.m. in the Kirk Parlour
for breakfast and discus-
sion of good books.
Newcomers are always
welcome. First-time visi-
tors, please call Jan
Dickinson, 651-647-1786,
or Esther Kellogg, 651-
699-6006, for important
information.
January 2: Holiday Break
January 9, 16: The Snows
of Kilimanjaro and Other
Stories, Ernest
Hemingway.
January 23 and 30:
Einstein: His Life and
Universe, Walter
Isaacson.
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