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Come to the
Advent Celebration!

Sunday, December 7, 12 noon to 3 p.m.
A new time with well-loved traditions!

Something “Old”:

The theme is “Peace on Earth” and favorite activities
will include: making a fresh swag for your door with
Mickey Scott; frosting sugar cookies with June Joy and
Karen and Ed Florez; and creating wonderful keepsakes.

Several activities will emphasize using things from
nature and/or re-using things to make something new
and wonderful. All are welcome!

Cost is $5 per person (under age 3, no charge). Lunch
will be soup and bread, rounded out with salads and
desserts provided by those who attend. All who attend
are asked to bring a salad or dessert that will serve 12
people. Contact Jan Snell with questions: 651-223-7547 or
jans@hohchurch.org.

And Something “New”:

We have added something which is sure to bring joy
and Christmas spirit to everyone!

Following lunch, we will have an entertaining and
inspirinﬁ program by Candy Pettiford, local actress,
story-teller, and singer! Her 20-minute program is called
“Christ in Christmas—the X is out and Christ is back in
Christmas” and will be fun for all ages! Following the
program, the crafts come out, and tﬁe creating begins!

SIGN UP AT THE TABLE OUTSIDE THE KIRK PAR-
LOUR on Sunday, December 7, or contact Jan Snell at
651-223-7547. (jans@hohchurch.org)

Scenes from
Christmas past!
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Advent and Christmas
at The House of Hope

% Sunday, December 7, 8:15 and 10 a.m. Worship

5 12noon Advent Celebration for all ages: lunch,

; crafts, storyteller. (Great Ha%l)
Reservations: 651-227-6311.

5 Sunday, December 14, 8:15 and 10 a.m. Worship

4 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant g
and Choir School Concert.
Carillon prelude at 3:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 21, 9 and 11 a.m.
Service of Lessons and Carols.

Featuring the House of Hope Choir School and
Motet Choir.

¢ Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24 ¢
5 3:30 p.m. Carillon Recital. )
David Johnson, carillonneur. 6
Afternoon Christmas Service for all ages— <
child-friendly. (Sanctuary) :
Traditional Tableaux Service.

The Christmas story with familiar carols
and tableaux adaptations of scenes of the
Nativity.

Child care for children under 6.

3 9 p.m. Carillon Recital.

’ 9:30 p.m. Prelude by the Bach Chamber Players

% of Saint Paul.

Candlelight Christmas Eve

Worship Service.

David Van Dyke, preaching.

Aaron David Miller, organist.

Saint-Saéns’ Christmas Oratorio,

the Motet Choir and the Bach Chamber
Players, conducted by Andrew Altenbach,
choirmaster.

Sunday, December 28
J One worship service at 10 a.m.
2 Joshua D. Heikkila, preaching.

4 p.m.
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J 6 p.m.

510 p-m.
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Welcome to Advent

I remember hearing Harvard chaplain Peter Gomes
remark that whenever he sees the large nativity
scenes being erected around town, he knows that
Thanksgiving has almost arrived. It has become cliché
to say that Christmas comes earlier each year. I try
and note the first sign of Christmas I see, which is usu-
ally in the form of a “holiday” section in some cata-
logue that arrives near the end of summer. And even
before Thanksgiving has been celebrated, the
Christmas train has left the station and is running full
steam ahead. Retailers schedule it, radio stations
broadcast it, and television commercials confirm it.
Christmas is here and it’s the most wonderful time of
the year.

It's not easy to fight against the culture of commer-
cialization driving our holy season. Perhaps you
remember how hard it was as a child waiting for
Christmas. But perhaps you also remember how the
build-up, the wait and the anticipation helped make it
special. So to help us prepare for Christmas, which b
all other indications I}’l)as already arrived, the Churc{l
celebrates the season of Advent, the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas. It is a season of preparation
in anticipation of the Christmas season. But it's an
annual struggle to simply let Advent be Advent—to
keep it from being consumed by Christmas. Because
while Christmas is festive and upbeat, there’s an
almost somber, melancholy tone to Advent, and right-
ly so. The season’s color is purple and it's no coinci-
dence that it shares the color of Lent since we are cele-
brating the birth of one who came to die. And it’s easy
to lose sight of all that in the noise and merry-making
of the season.

Another reason to observe Advent is because the
Christmas season makes heavy demands on us. We're
extremely busy, we feel pressured to spend more than
we should or even have, and to do it all in good cheer.
In church, however, we try to do something very dif-
ferent. We try holding off from the world’s rush to
Christmas by waiting, watching, and contemplating
what it all means.

And so in the midst of a hectic and chaotic season,
shouldn’t the church be a place that looks and feels
and sounds differently from the rest of the world?
Shouldn’t we hear words in church that are different
from the words that get tossed around by the world?
Shouldn’t the tone be different? Shouldn’t the music
be different? Shouldn’t the language itself be differ-
ent? Because while the world, with its threats of war
and violence and falling markets gives us reasons to be
afraid, Advent tells us about the one who is to come
and about the one who is the light no darkness can
overcome, preparing us ultimately to hear those
Christmas words, “Fear not for behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy.” And so this December,
while enduring the crowded shopping mall, bustling
with people spending money they don’t have on gifts
people don’t need, and with a public address system
sure to be blaring out the Twelve Days of Christmas or
something worse, I'll try countering all of that by qui-
etly humming to myself some of the great Advent
hymns like, Come Thou Long Expected Jesus... born to set
thy people free, from our fears and sins release us, let us find
our rest in thee.

— David

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, December 7
Second Sundayin Advent
Worship and Communion at 8:15
in the Elizabeth Chapel.

Worship at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
David A. Van Dyke, preaching
Choral Music at 10 a.m.:

Motet Choir: Cantata #1, J. S. Bach
Choir School: Gloria sei dir gesungen, J. S. Bach

Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday in Advent
Worship and Communion at 8:15
in the Elizabeth Chapel.
Worship at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
David A. Van Dyke, preaching
Choral Music at 10 a.m.:

Motet Choir: We Have Seen His Star, Everett Titcomb
E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come, Paul Manz
Choir School: I es né le divin enfant, Gabriel Fauré
Handbell Choir: Sussex Carol, Philip M. Young

Sunday, December 21
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Service of Lessons and Carols
9 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Motet Choir: Trio from the Saint-Saéns Christmas Oratorio
Choir School: Susani,trad. German Carol

Jesu Bambino, Pietro Yon

(SEE PAGE 1 FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE)

Sunday, December 28
First Sunday after Christmas
Joshua D. Heikkila, preaching
One service only,10 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Darlene Stensby on Leave

arlene Auger Stensby is recovering at home following

November back surgery to correct a condition that has
seriously impaired her mobility for the past few months.
Darlene looks forward to returning to her work at the
church after the first of the year. Your prayers for Darlene
and her family are deeply appreciated.




Women’s Advent Breakfast
Guest Speaker: Nancy Van Dyke

Annual Advent Breakfast
Friday, December 5, 7 to 9 a.m.
“A Constant Faith”

Nancy Van Dyke, Guest Speaker
Town and Country Club
2279 Marshall Avenue, Saint Paul
Cost per person: $20

Nancy Van Dyke worked for many years as a hos-
pice nurse. She has lived in a variety of places and
has raised two children. She has a famous uncle with a
connection to the Twin Cities. Can you guess who that
may be? Her talk will be autobiographical, culminating
in her personal ministry of embracing her role as a min-
ister’s wife.

This event is sponsored by the Women’s Breakfast
Book Group. We welcome all women to come enjoy
breakfast and conversation in this lovely setting, and
hear an inspiring talk for the Advent season.

Reservations are required. Please call the church
office, 651-227-6311, by Monday, December 1. The cost
of $20 is due before or on the morning of the breakfast.

The Best Children’s Christmas
Pageant Ever?

ome and see!! Come to the House of Hope
Children’s Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 14, at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Celebrate the real “reason for the season” as the chil-
dren and youth tell the beautiful story of the birth of
Christ through word and song. There is no charge for
this program and all ages are welcome to attend. This
year, the pageant and the Choir School Christmas
Concert are combined, which will make for a joyous
afternoon. Child care will be available for the very
young,.

Keenagers Christmas Party
December 10

e will tour the home of Kris Stenson with its 19
(more or less!) full-sized Christmas trees, and
enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by Jan Favorite. We
will pool rides and leave church at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, December 10, and return by 2:30 p.m.
Please make reservations with the church office, 651-
227-6311, by noon on Monday, December 8. The cost is
$10 per person. If you have questions, please call
Marilyn and Kayton Palmer, 651-628-9537.
The Stensons live at 40 Highway 96 East. Their tele-
phone number is 651-426-4818.
Keenagers is one of House of Hope’s fellowship

groups for persons aged 55 or better. All are welcome!

Kirk Club Christmas

he Kirk Club will say “Thanks For the Memories” on

Sunday, December 7, at 12:30 p.m. brunch at the
Lexington Restaurant (on Grand at Lexington in St.
Paul) followed by dessert at the Manse. If you have a
Christmas memory you treasure, share it briefly before
brunch is served. Menu items start at $13.78 including
tax and tip. In order to help the restaurant and Nancy
Van Dyke with their planning, please call the church
office with your reservations, 651-227-6311, by noon on
Friday, December 5. The Kirk Club is one of House of
Hope’s fellowship groups for persons aged 55 or better.
All are welcome!

Thinking About Membership?

We offer many opportunities for fellowship, worship, learning, and service—for adults, children, and youth. The
next opportunity to learn about membership in The House of Hope is Sunday, January 18, at 12 noon in the
Church Library. A light lunch will be served and child care will be available upon request. The class will be led by
Pastors David Van Dyke and Josh Heikkila. Please contact Michelle Freyholtz, 651-223-7556, to make a reservation.




Chili Contest and Cabaret a Success!

n Sunday, November 16, the first annual House of

Hope Chili Contest and Cabaret/Talent Show was
held as part of the Children’s Sabbath celebration.

All agreed that this was a great way to spend an
afternoon—beginning with a wonderful lunch of chili,
bread and al?the trimmings, and ending with the
cabaret/ talent show. Approximately $250 dollars was
raised to support local efforts to improve the lives of
children, as well as for our own House of Hope children
who are involved in the Choir School.

There were five categories of chili entered in the con-
test: Hot/Spicy, Traditional/ Western. Mystery /Secret
Recipe, Vegetarian, and White Chili. Contestants were
eager to win the coveted HOH CHILI “TOOT” Award!

The five winners were:

Brian Alton (hot and spicy)

Patrick Boylan (mystery /secret recipe)

Amy Wilson (white chili)

Lisa Weicht (vegetarian)

Mary Cardinal Peterson (traditional / western)

The judges had a hard time deciding, since all of the
entries were wonderful.

After lunch, everyone enjoyed the performances that
ranged from Leo Sawicki on the banjo, to Starr Brainard
singing “Cabaret,” to lan and Patrick Boylan doing tan-
dem hula hoop maneuvers to music!

Peter Kruse was a masterful Master of Ceremonies,
and a big thank you goes out to everyone who partici-
pated, including Kristina Gorder, who did a great job of
organizing the cabaret portion of the afternoon, in addi-
tion to being a chili judge!

Begin now to prepare for next year!

Serious chili judges Dennis Anderson and Larry Broberg con-
fer with contestant Chris Cheney

<---Leo Sawicki

Starr Brainard--->

Kent Wilson
Honored by Czech Republic

Dr. Kent Wilson, House of Hope member and
Moderator/Chair of the Véclav Havel Civil Society
Symposium Committee, has received the prestigious
Czernin Palace Memorial Bronze Medal and Diploma
for “his significant contribution to the progress of
Czech-American Relations.” This honor came through
the offices of His Excellency Dr. Petr Kolar, Ambassador
of the Czech Republic to the United States, for “this very
distinguished American who enriched the lives of many
people in Minnesota and beyond.” At a ceremony on
November 9, at the Annual Meeting of the Czech and
Slovak Cultural Center, Dr. Wilson was cited for his
tireless efforts with the Havel Symposium, which
brought President Vaclav Havel to St. Paul in 1999
(against all odds), and which continues to provide qual-
ity educational and community engagement programs
in the Twin Cities. The Czech and Slovak communities
are grateful for their ongoing relationship with House of
Hope and the University of St. Thomas through the
Havel Symposium. Scholars and diplomats of the
Czech and Slovak Republics continue to be an impor-
tant and influential component of the symposium.
Additionally, Dr. Wilson “reads prolifically about the
Czech culture, visits the Republic (and President Havel)
often and manages to put together a sustained program
that ‘keeps giving’ because its message is timely, pro-
found, and urgent.”

Dr. Wilson modestly deflects credit for the continued
success and vitality of the symposium, and attributes it
to the collegial nature of the effort. He asserts that this
award reflects many years of partnership with the
University of St. Thomas and the Czech and Slovak
Communities, and House of Hope’s commitment to
civil society. But we aver that Dr. Wilson is without
doubt the energetic catalyst and sustaining force of the
program.

Congratulations, Kent!

Representatives of the Vaclav Havel Civil Society
Symposium Committee at the presentation of the
Czernin award to Dr. Kent Wilson. Left to right: Rev.
Tom Forster-Smith, Dr. Josef Mestenhauaser (who
nominated Kent for the award), Dr. Wilson, Ann
Lewis.




Notes from the Business Office

Year End Giving
As the year comes to an end, this is a good time to complete one’s 2008 pledge, or
perhaps to consider making a special contribution to support the many wonder-
ful worship, education, outreach, and other exceptional ministries at House of Hope—
programs that may have been especially meaningful for you this past year. Your par-
ticipation and support are greatly appreciated, as we look forward to the new year.

There is a growing trend among donors to make contributions to their favorite
organizations via the Web during the final week of the year. As you contemplate year-
end gifts, please keep House of Hope in mind. We welcome your donations through
Automatic Giving on the House of Hope website, www.hohchurch.org. Click on the
“Donate Online” link on the left side of the screen.

If you are currently enrolled in Automatic Giving and you have completed a new
pledge card for 2009, there is no need to fill out a new enrollment form. Your new
pledge will authorize us to continue with Direct Bank Giving for 2009, at the new
pledge amount.

If you would like more information about alternative gift types or planned giving,
please contact Michelle Freyholtz, Assistant for Administration and Stewardship, at
651-223-7556.

The Budget Thru October
Annual
Income YTD Actual YTD Budget Budget
Pledges & Offerings $976,542 $956,443 $1,238,576
Other Income 304,472 568,048 660,611
General Endowment 654,683 654,683 729,574
Contingency Fund 243,000 0 0
Total Income $2,178,697 $2,179,174 $2,628,761
Operating $1,591,075 $1,765,453 $2,135,371
Benevolence 215,699 243,585 443,390
Capital Improvements 238,678 40,025 50,000
Expenses $2,045,452 $2,049,063 $2,628,761
Net Income $133,245 $130,111 $0

We have been good stewards this year. Giving is above budgeted projections and we
are in a good position to end the year with a balanced budget.

—Michelle Freyholtz

A Project Home Wish List

Project Home is in need of the following items:

eDiapers, pull-ups, and wipes

eMen and women’s deodorant

eBath towels, hand towels, and washcloths

e Toothbrushes and toothpaste

eFeminine hygiene products (pads and tampons)
eBasketballs, footballs, and other athletic balls.
eSocks, all sizes.

Items can be delivered to the St. Paul Area Council of Churches, 1671 Summit Avenue,
St. Paul MN 55105

Elizabeth Chapel
Organ Recital
Series

December 7, 4 p.m.

ur Elizabeth Chapel

Organ Recital series
continues in December
with an appearance by St.
Olaf organ professor
Catherine Rodland. Dr.
Rodland is a prizewinner
in numerous competi-
tions, including the 1994
and 1998 American Guild
of Organists Young Artists
Competition, and 1994
Calgary International
Organ Competition, and
first prize in the 1989
International Organ
Competition at the
University of Michigan.
As a result of these com-
petitions she has concer-
tized extensively through-
out the United States and
Canada. She co-authored
the book "Choristers'
Training Program" for the
Royal School of Church
Music in America, a man-
ual for children's choir
education. She currently
teaches at St. Olaf College
and Luther Seminary. The
recital will be preceded
with a carillon prelude by
David Johnson starting at
3:30. The recital is free
and open to the public.



ADULT
ENRICHMENT:
THE EARLY HOUR
9-9:50 A.M.

* Lectionary Study
Leader: Tom Forster-
Smith and other clergy
staff lead a discussion of
the Sunday scripture read-
ings. Location: Kirby
Lounge

ADULT
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS AT

11 A.M.

in the Assembly Room
(unless otherwise noted)

December 7:
Minnesota Sesquicentennial
Celebration. Minnesota
Supreme Court Associate
Justice and House of Hope
member Paul Anderson,
with assistance from Kent
Wilson, will present a pro-
gram featuring the history
of the colorful early
Minnesota legal figure,
“Judge Collins.”

December 14: Local
author and speaker Bill Holm
will share some of his
recent writings, thoughts,
and insights.

December 21:
Christmas Carol Sing-along.
Led by Linda and Phil
Jorgenson, this annual tra-
dition for the entire con-
gregation returns by pop-
ular demand.

BIBLE STUDY

n addition to the week-

ly Lectionary study
group at 9 a.m. on
Sundays, there are week-
ly opportunities for study
of the coming Sunday’s
lectionary scripture
lessons:

*The Men’'s Breakfast
each Tuesday, 7 to 8:15
a.m. at the Copper Dome
Restaurant, 1333
Randolph Ave., St. Paul,
and

*Wednesday mornings
with the Rev. Molly
McMillan in the Church
Library at the House of
Hope, from 10 to 11:30
a.m.

FAMILY ISSUES

ith and Kin (former

Parents Morning Out
group) will meet on
Friday, December 14,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
in the Kirk Parlour. This
group of parents of
young children is reading
When Children ask about
God: A Guide for Parents
Who Don't Always Have
All the Answers by Harold
S. Kushner. Newcomers
are welcome, whether or
not they have read the
book. The group will also
meet for a service project
at Presbyterian Homes in
Roseville on December
19. Contact Jan Snell,
651-223-7547, for more
information or to request
child care.

House of Hope Adults Gather
Christmas Dinner Party

ttention All House of Hope Adults (singles and

couples):

Plans are in the works for the annual HOH
Christmas Party scheduled for Sunday, December 7, at
the Midland Hills Country Club in Roseville. The
evening will start at 6 p.m. with a social time followed
by dinner and entertainment.

The cost is $35 per person. Make your reservations
and pay at the church office by Monday, December 1.
Make your checks payable to House of Hope.

Watch the bulletin and your e-mail for additional
information.
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Cloister Art Gallery

Please celebrate the Christmas season by visiting
the Cloister Art Gallery in December. Molly
McMillan’s collection of creches from around the
world will be on display in the Gallery, as well as
the amazing needlepoint figures that Jane Wiltz has
designed.
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Habitat for Humanity
Winter 2009

aturday workdates for Habitat for Humanity are set.

We will be working on January 10, February 14, and
March 14. Mark your calendars now to keep these dates
open. More information about the locations will be pro-
vided at the Information Table in the Cloister Gallery, in
the Sunday Bulletin, and by e-mail.

People of all experience levels are welcomed. No con-
struction experience is necessary. Training, tools &
materials, and lunch are provided. If you don’t want to
do construction, we are looking for people to help with
lunch (needed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.).

To sign up or for more information, please contact
Kyle Schmidt at kwschmidt03@yahoo.com or 651-690-2559.




240 Volunteers Make Project Home Possible for the 11th Year
“Be not forgetful to welcome strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unaware.” —Hebrews 13:2.

he names below are those individuals who served our “strangers” in the House of Hope Youth Room during the

month of October in PROJECT HOME. This program, coordinated by the St. Paul Area Council of Churches,
offers overnight shelter to families in houses of worship when there is no room for them at the Ramsey County family
shelter in Maplewood. Currently there are some 24 churches that participate in Project Home by opening their doors
for shelter and another 24 that assist in providing additional volunteers.

The need for emergency housing for families continues to be a reality that has not improved in recent years. The
House of Hope shelter program averaged 18 people per night. In addition, St. Peter Claver Roman Catholic Church,
House of Hope’s partner church during Octoger, also operated near capacity. Thanks to all who helped to welcome
“strangers” into the House of Hope.

A special thanks is extended to those who served as Project Home team leaders this year. An asterisk appears
beside their names and to that of Doug Wakefield, our Facilities Manager, who kept all overtaxed infrastructure sys-
tems up and running in the Youth Room the entire month. Appreciation is also extended to the other House of Hope
staff members (denoted by a double asterisk) who make Project Home possible. (Apologies to those whose names
may have inadvertently been left off this list).

Kathy Adam Nicholas Dailey Arndt Sophie Johnston Mary Cardinal Peterson  Callie Thuma
Marie Adam Malika Dale Michael Jordan Michael Peterson Bruce Trouten
Jim Adams Paddy Danaher Andrew Karre Tom Peterson Linda Trouten
Julia Adams Hannah Dankers **Kristin Klaustermeier ~ Carol Pine Ann Tulloch
**Teddy Altman Dick Dierenfield Evelyn Klein Kathi Polley Andrew Turner
*Dennis Anderson Yvonne Dierenfield Russ Koebrick Catherine Pomeroy Brett Turner
*Dorothea Anderson McKenna Dyer Sue Koebrick Sherwood Pomeroy **Seng Vang

Jan Anderson Carrie Fieg Tonia Kruczek Caroline Porter Max Van Dyke
Nick Anderson Allan Floyd Donchi Lane Noelyn Porter Don Vandenberg

Nicholas Anderson **Tom Forster-Smith John Lane Truman Porter Tressa Versteeg
Paul Anderson Sue Fox Linda Lane Brenda Powell Krista Viksnins
Lane Atmore **Michelle Freyholtz Joe Lane Brian Quarstad **Doug Wakefield
Ginger Bailey Debby Fulton Renee Peterson-Lane Kyla Rathjen Kevin Walli

Walt Bailey Kennedy Gay Jessica Lee Kim Rathjen Mara Walli

Sue Bathke Dayna Olson-Gay Joann Lee Adam Reece Heather Wang
Carolyn Bedingham Ann Geery Kristian Lee Clive Reece Helen Wang
Jacquelyn Bedingham  Bill Geery Ann Lewis Karen Reece Rita Warner

John Bedingham Diane Gorder Herb Lewis Josephine Reece Will Warner

Jo Benson Kevin Hagberg Jayden Lewis Kristin Riegel *Carol Weber
Paul Benson Becky Hammett Jennifer Lewis Derek Robb Lowell Weber
Stephen Benson Becky Hammett Parker Lewis Deb Robison Melissa Weeldreyer
Dani Berny Cheri Hapner Chris Lienert Leah Robison Byron Wertz
Anna Betz Devon Hapner Bill Liike Paige Robison Karen Wertz

Gus Bjorklund Bruce Harrington Jahna Lindquist Tom Robison Mary Westra
Marilyn Bjorklund George Hart Barbara Loken Ellen Rudd Beck Westrem
Patti Boehmer Christina Hart Elizabeth MacDonald Taylor Rudd Reid Westrem
Linda Bohn Ian Heffernan Alexander Mahar Annamarie Rutledge Robyn Westrem
Kathe Bolinder **Josh Heikkila Samuel McCartney Nancy Sabin Grant Whitaker
Phil Bolinder Doug Hemer Sarah McCartney Marcy Schultz Elizabeth Williamson
Will Boscow Paula Hemer Douglas Melena Katie Schwanke Laura Williamson
J.C. Bosse Ruth Hesse Cassie Meyer Mary Senkbeil Susie Williamson
Louis Boyd Dave Hutchinson Jake Meyer Jane Shaw Charlie Williamson
Emily Brenengen *Karen Inman Leslie Meyer Ruth Sheldon Amy Wilson

John Brenengen Michael Inskeep Mike Meyer Diane Smith Chris Wilson
Delaney Broberg Carter Inskeep Margaret Miller **Tan Snell Ellen Wilson
Anna Burleigh Max Inskeep Thomas Moyers Katherine Solon Catherine Wilson
Brian Burleigh Tracey Inskeep Brenda Natala Paul Solon Cheryl Winget
Juan Burleigh Zachary Inskeep Aliya Nesser Nadia Stennes-Spidahl ~ Gary Winget
Luvia Burleigh Peggy Jackson Isabel Nord Geoff Stevens Anna Wojcicki
Roxie Burleigh David Jamison Mike Nord Jenny Stevens *Bob Wojcicki
Celia Byrne Elise Jamison Eddie Oliver Annie Stewart Isaac Wojcicki
Ryder Byrne Erika Jamison David Olsen Charley Stewart Medhat Yowkem
Mary Cardinal Peterson Lee Jamison Katherine Page Charley Stewart IIT Nikolai Young
David Cleveland *Bruce Johnson Dave Pearson Katie Stewart Robin Young
Dick Crone Donald Johnson Martin Peper Tanetha Stroud *Anne Yuska
Margie Crone Kathy Herrema-Johnson = Martin Peper, Jr Bob Stryker Ellen Yuska
Catherine Daigle Brad Johnston Brianna Peterson Lynne Stryker Paul Yuska

Mark Daigle Maggie Johnston Christina Peterson Lowell Thorber




Update from South Africa

Ten members of the House of Hope congregation, along with Revs. David Van Dyke and Tom Forster-Smith, trav-
eled to South Africa from October 15 to 27. Six of the group, who were first time mission travelers to South Africa,
went first to Cape Town, where they visited House of Hope’s partner congregation, the J.L. Zwane Presbyterian Church
in the township of Guguletu, seeing the various different community outreach projects sponsored by the congregation.
They also worshiped with the congregation on Sunday, October 19, and had opportunities to visit Robben Island and
Table Mountain. Then on Monday, October 20, they flew, along with J.L. Zwane’s pastor the Rev. Spiwo Xapile, to East
London, and drove three hours from there to catch up with the other six members of the House of Hope mission team,
who had gone directly to the village of Malungeni, in the Eastern Cape Province, to continue working on the construc-
tion of a new Presbyterian church, a project which the House of Hope has been partnering with the J.L. Zwane congre-
gation on since 2005.

This was the third team of mission travelers who have gone to work on building the church, following groups from
House of Hope who went in 2005 and 2006. The major task at hand was the plastering of the interior of the building,
consisting of two rooms, a sanctuary and a fellowship hall. Without consistent electricity or running water available,
the work of plastering is a slow, laborious process. Men from the village are involved in doing the work, and the
House of Hope volunteers assisted them in the process of purchasing and supplying bricks, cement, lumber, and other
materials. The group of volunteers also got to know women from the village who are working as seamstresses to make
school uniforms for the village children, and at the end of the week in Malungeni supplied the women with seed
money to start a small business making uniforms (which are mandatory for children to attend school) on an on-going
basis.

The trip, as we have found on previous visits to Malungeni, was a great opportunity to build relationships with the
local residents and cement the basis for an on-going partnership relationship between the church there and the House
of Hope for years to come. Once the Malungeni church construction project is finished in 2009, there will be other
opportunities to assist in community development in the village, including helping to resource the elementary school
in the village, addressing medical needs of the population (where the HIV infection rate approaches 25% among
adults), providing cross cultural exchange trips, and donating funds to help young people from Malungeni to go on to
higher education. Stay tuned for future updates and progress reports.




SUNDAY MORNINGS
FOR CHILDREN

Nursery/Toddler Care

° Nursery/ toddler care is
provided each Sunday
morning from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.

e Infants (birth - 10
months) go to the Noah's
Ark nursery in Room 8.

e Toddlers (19 months —
35 months) go to the
Garden of Eden in Room 2.
Both of these rooms are
staffed by trained paid
staff and volunteers.

If you are coming to wor-
ship at 8:15:

e Childcare will be pro-
vided for age 4 and
younger. (See above.
NOTE: toddlers, 3 and 4
year olds go to Room 2
during 8:15 worship)

e Children age 5 and up
participate in worship
with their families

If you are coming to the
10 a.m. worship service:
e Infants and toddlers go
to Room 8 or 2 (see above)
e Three-year-olds go to
room 6 beginning at 9:45
for supervised play.
Children must be 3 by
August 31.

e Children age 4 through
grade 5 attend the begin-
ning of the worship ser-
vice, then leave the sanc-
tuary for WORSHIP
ENRICHMENT.

WORSHIP ENRICH-
MENT! What is that?

® Age 3, pre-k and kinder-
garten gather in their
classrooms, and then will
go to Room 5 for singing
time. (About 10:20 a.m.)

e Grades 1-5 will gather in
the chapel for singing, and
learning about hymns,
prayer, Scripture reading,
and learning about the

parts of worship.
Members of the clergy, Jan
Snell, and Sofia Ardalan
will lead Worship
Enrichment time.

e Following Worship
Enrichment, children and
their teachers/shepherds
will go to Sunday School
(age 3-K) or Bible
Adventure (Grades 1-5).

NOTE: Education for all
ages is offered from 11
a.m. to 12 noon.

DURING THE MONTH
OF DECEMBER, the
focus of the Sunday

School turns to Jesus’
birth.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
FOR CHILDREN IN
DECEMBER:

December 7: Pageant
Rehearsal, 11:15 a.m. — 12
noon

December 14: Sunday
School classes focus on the
Christmas story.

December 21: TWO
WORSHIP SERVICES at
9 and 11 a.m.! Grades 1-5
participate in the Carol
sing with families from
10-11 am. Age 3-K
attend the Birthday party
for Jesus from 10-11 a.m.
CHILDCARE provided
for age 6 and younger at
the 11 a.m. service

December 28: NO
Sunday School or
Assembly Time. Child
care will be provided for
age 4 and younger.

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR
JESUS

On Sunday, December 21,
children in the 3, pre-k
and Kindergarten classes
will be participating in a
Birthday Party for Jesus.
This will take place from
10-11 a.m. in Dining
Rooms A&B. We will be

making cards, singing,
hearing the Christmas
story, and doing other fun
activities. Of course, there
will also be treats! All
children are asked to bring
mittens, hats or socks for
those less fortunate, in
honor of the Birthday
Child!

COME TO THE
PAGEANT! Sunday,
December 14 4 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

Celebrate and experi-
ence the real “reason for
the season” as the children
and youth tell the beauti-
ful story of the birth of
Christ through word and
song. There is no charge
for this program and all
ages are welcome to
attend. This year, the
pageant and the Choir
School Christmas concert
are combined, which will
make for a joyous after-
noon. Child care will be
available for the very
young.

SPREAD the JOY—GIVE
a TOY! November 23-
December 14.

If you are not able to
participate in the
Christmas Sponsor-a-
Family this year, please
consider participating in
this opportunity. CHIL-
DREN are especially
encouraged to be involved
in this holiday giving
opportunity for 2008 for
children, youth and
adults! This program is a
holiday outreach project
through the St. Paul Area
Council of Churches.
Three local programs will
benefit: Department of
Indian Work, Project
Home, and Project Spirit.
These programs will dis-

tribute the gifts to the chil-
dren they serve.
TOYS/GIFTS must be
NEW and UNWRAPPED.
They may be brought to
the table near the
Children’s Library in the
Education wing by
Sunday, December 14.

See p. 11 for gift ideas.

CHRISTMAS EVE
CHILDCARE will be pro-
vided for children age 6
and younger from 5:15
p-m.-7:15 p.m. for the
Tableaux service.
Childcare is not available
at the 10 p.m. service.

4 PM. AFTERNOON
WORSHIP ON
CHRISTMAS EVE

This service is now held
in the Sanctuary, and
includes the story of Jesus’
birth, along with singing
of the traditional carols,
candles, and beautiful
music. This service is
especially friendly for the
very young, but all are
welcome to attend.

CHILDREN’S MIN-
ISTRIES ANNUAL CAL-
ENDAR SALE!

Come to the table out-
side the Kirk Parlour to
purchase your very own
2009 wall calendar featur-
ing the art of House of
Hope children! Proceeds
will benefit local children
by supporting the work of
The Family Place,
Freedom School, and
Jeremiah Project.



Men’s Breakfast
Groups

uesday Men’'s Break-

fast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. at the
Copper Dome at 1333
Randolph. We study the
lectionary lessons from the
coming Sunday's Scripture
lessons together.
eThursday Men’'s
Breakfast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. on
Thursdays at the St. Clair
Broiler on Snelling and St.
Clair. All House of Hope
men are welcome to
attend. For further infor-
mation, contact Reverend
Tom Forster-Smith at 651-
223-7553 or e-mail:
tomf@hohchurch.org.

Contact for Men’s
Breakfast Groups: Bob
Hennesy, 651-739-7262.

Newcomers are
always welcome!

S
M ies
Women’s
Breakfast

he Women's

Breakfast Group
meets Friday mornings at
7 a.m. in the Kirk Parlour
for breakfast and discus-
sion of good books.
Newcomers are always
welcome. First-time visi-
tors, please call Jan
Dickinson, 651-647-1786,
or Esther Kellogg, 651-
699-6006, for important
information.
December 5: Annual
Advent Breakfast, “A
Constant Faith,” Nancy
Van Dyke
December 12: Staggerford
(continued), Jon Hassler
December 19: Holiday
Selections
December 26, January 2:
Holiday Break, no meet-
ings.

A Report on the Men’s Retreat

hirty-eight members and guests attended the House

of Hope annual Men’s Retreat at the Meeting House
on Friday evening and Saturday, November 14 and 15.
An inspiring program conducted by Dr. Ed Sellner,
Professor of Theology at the College of St. Catherine-St.
Paul and Rev. Tom Forster-Smith of the House of Hope
staff dealt with male relationships developed through
mentoring and soul friendship. Larry Martin provided
the music and assisted in worship leadership by leading
the Taize Prayers. Jan Favorite of the House of Hope
congregation provided a delicious catered breakfast and
lunch for the men. It was especially gratifying to wel-
come eleven first-timers to the retreat. Immediate feed-
back from the attendees was that the program was both
well received and personally helpful, addressing many
issues of personal concern and how men might build
healthy relationships with each other as both friends
and mentors.
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Stewardship 2009
A Pledge Update

he pledge income needed to balance the preliminary

2009 church budget is $1,256,850.

Pledges received as of 11/18/08 total $909,008. This
is 72% of the pledge income that is needed for 2009.

Pledges received so far for 2009 have come from
64% of those who last year made a pledge for 2008.
Stewardship Committee members are now in the
process of contacting those who have not yet pledged
for 2009, and they will continue to do so in the weeks
ahead.

If you have already pledged for 2009, THANK YOU!
If you have not yet made your pledge, please know that
your continued support is vitally important to the
church. Although great progress is being made toward
once again reaching our pledge goal this year, receipt of
your pledge in the next week or two would be of great
help in achieving that goal.

If you need another pledge card and return enve-
lope, please call Michelle Freyholtz in the church office
at 651-224-7556 and ask to have them sent to you; or
just pick up a pledge card in the pew rack on Sunday
morning,.

“For they gave according to their means, as I can testify,
and beyond their means, of their free will.” —i1 Corinthians 8-3

—The House of Hope Stewardship Committee

Community Prayer and Healing Service
at Morning Star Baptist Church

he House of Hope’s community partner congrega-

tion, Morning Star Baptist Church, is hosting a com-
munity Prayer & Healing Service on Thursday evening,
December 4, beginning at 7 p.m. All members of the
House of Hope congregation are invited to attend and
participate in this expression of community understand-
ing and cooperation as part of our partnership with
Morning Star and other congregations in the Summit-
University neighborhood. Morning Star Baptist Church
is located at 737 Selby Avenue, and parking is available
in the adjacent church parking lot. For further informa-
tion contact Rev. Tom Forster-Smith at
tomf@hohchurch.org, or tel. 651 223-7553.




Grief Groups
Grief Support Groups

sponsored by the
Capital City Grief
Coalition meet each
Thursday afternoon
(through December) from
5 to 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul-
Reformation Lutheran
Church (100 North Oxford
Street; Parking lot on
northwest corner, across
from the church). These
groups are designed to
meet the needs of those
who have suffered the loss
of a loved one through
death, and newcomers are
welcome at any time.
Beginning January 8
through March 26 the
groups will meet at
Macalester-Plymouth
United Church. For more
information, contact
Darlene Auger Stensby at
the church, or Coalition
Coordinator Lois Knutson
at 651-227-4430.

Loaves and Fishes
he Saints team will
serve dinner for our

friends in Frogtown on

Monday, December 15,

marking the 20th anniver-

sary of our participation in
the Loaves & Fishes pro-
gram. The food prep crew
will arrive at 2 p.m. at

Faith Lutheran Church,

Charles & Mackubin

Streets. At5 p.m., the

servers, expediters, and

clean-up teams take over

to complete our work by 7

p-m. For more informa-

tion, please call Ray Clark

at 651-484-7270.

Hard Hats

his group of hard-

working volunteers is
looking for a few good
people to help them keep
the House of Hope facili-
ties in great condition.
The group works on a
task list provided by their
crew leader, Erv Lentz.
Facilities Manager Doug
Wakefield is on hand to
guide their efforts. For
more information, call Erv
at 651-484-7976. Other-
wise, just come to the next
gathering at 9 a.m. in the
Church Library on
Thursday, December 4.
Meanwhile, contact
Doug Wakefield if you see
anything around the
church that needs atten-
tion (dougw@hohchurch.org)!

Kirk Club

he Kirk Club will meet

at 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, December 7, at
the Lexington Restaurant
in St. Paul, followed by
dessert at the Manse. See
p. 3 for details.

Keenagers
Christmas
Party
he Keenagers will
have lunch with Kris
Stenson and a tour of her
lovely “Christmas House”
and many trees! See p. 3
for details about this
December 10 event.
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Gift Ideas For
Spread the Joy—Give a Toy

Gifts should be new, nonviolent, unwrapped items in
the $15-$25 range.

For children & teens of all ages: Sports equipment,
art materials, multicultural books, clothing, mittens,

loves, hats, scarves, }Zjuzzles, card and board games

13-16 years: $15 - $25 gift cards, jewelry, watches,
purses, wallets, sports team hats, jerseys, CD or MP3
players, hair dryers, curling irons, toiletries (lotion, bath
gel, cologne, etc.)

8-12 years: Kits (art, science, magic, etc.), items fea-
turing popular characters (Hannah Montana,
Spongebob, etc.), hair accessories, Lego sets, handheld
electronic games

3-7 years: Multicultural dolls, play sets (farm, house,
circus, etc.), items featuring EE)opular characters (Sesame
Street, Dora & Diego, etc.), blocks & building sets, Play-
Doh pla sets, nonviolent action ﬁgures, trucks, cars,
planes, trains

0-2 years: Stacking toys, &EUSh & pull toys, activity
arches, mini-gyms, rattles & musical toys, play tele-
phones, keys, etc., crib toys.

Library Corner

The following ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS books are
available for check-out in the Adult Library. They
are located near the Return Books crate on the right as
you enter the library. A Library Committee member
will be available aftér the 10 a.m. service to assist with
finding materials.

242 B867 Making Room for Christmas by Herbert
Brokerin

242 C695 A Winter%\fame for God: Reflections for
the Christmas Season by R."Scott
Colglazier

242 P769 Living With Hope by John Polkinghorne

242 W324 Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent
and Christmas by authors such as
Aquinas, Bonhoeffer, Dillard,
Kierkegaard, L’Engle, Lewis...

242 W38k Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems

246 P52 The Story of the Wise Men According to
the Gospel of St. Matthew by Regine
Pernoud (oversize book)

394.2 C555 Christmas: An Annual Treasury, V.67
edited by Robert Klausmeier

394.2 H35c A Cup of Christmas Tea by Tom Hegg

3942 M66m A Minnesota Christmas Anthology edited
by Stephen E. Engels

394.2 N76b T%e Battle for Christmas by Stephen
Nissenbaum

394.2 P779 A Christmas Blessing by Welleran
Poltarnees

394.2 R658 Unplug the Christmas Machine by Jo
Robinson

394.2663 W223 Were The%NWz'se Men or Kings? By
Joseph J."'Walsh

Fiction

F574 A Redbird Christmas by Fannie Flag

G72c A Christmas Book by Elizabeth Goudge

G869 Skipping Christmas%y ohn Grisham

H35m The Mark of the Maker by Tom Hegg

H73tw Two From

alilee: A Love Storlzlof
Mary and Joseph by Marjorie Holmes

—The Library Committee




The Change of
Heart offering
rovides an opportunity
or each of us to be
intentionally more gen-
erous with our monetary
gifts to the work of the
Church in God's world.
Each week the loose
coins, currency, and
checks with a memo
note “Change of Heart”
will be set aside and
given to a special min-
istry.

During the month of
December, the offering
goes to Bill's Pantry,
Inc., an all-volunteer
organization dedicated
to meeting the nutrition-
al needs of persons liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in
the Twin Cities.

In Memoriam

Kelly Beenen
October 30, 2008

Geraldine Seldon
November 14, 2008

Michael Skarich
November 15, 2008

Baptisms
November 16, 2008

Oscar Alan Bailey
son of:
Alina and Joshua Bailey

Imogen Weyandt Kaatz
daughter of:
Molley and Ryan Kaatz

Pray with
the Pastors

Individual prayer time
with one of the minis-
ters is offered following
each worship service on
Sunday. If you would
like prayer for yourself
or for someone in your
family or circle of
friends, come to the
Chapel where you will
be met by a pastor who
will be glad to hear your
prayer request and
spend some time in
prayer with you.

THE HOUSE OF HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TELEPHONE: 651-227-6311 FACSIMILE: 651-227-9969
www.hohchurch.org hoh@hohchurch.org

House of Hope
Preschool
Registration

Registration for the
2009-2010 preschool
year is now open for
House of Hope mem-
bers. Classes are avail-
able for children ages 3
(by September 1, 2009) 4,
and 5. Classes meet
Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday, from
September through May,
9 am. to 11:30 a.m. or
12:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Tuition is $195 per
month.

The preschool mission
is to provide quality
early childhood educa-
tion in a warm and lov-
ing environment and to
promote the spiritual
qualities of joy, peace,
patience, respect, gentle-
ness and forgiveness in
each child. If you have
questions or would like
more information, please
call Paige Hagstrom at
651-223-7546.
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