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WO R S H I P SE RV I C E S
8:15 A.M. EL I Z A B E T H CH A P E L

10 A.M. SA N C T U A RY

Sunday, September 7
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

David A. Van Dyke, preaching
10 a.m.

Motet Choir: Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace, 
Samuel  Wesley;  Gaelic Blessings, John Rutter
Choir School: O Lord Our Governor, M a r c e l l o

Sunday, September 14
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

David A. Van Dyke, preaching
10 a.m.

Motet Choir: Notre Pere, Maurice Durufle;  
Thou Shalt Know Him, Mark Sirett

Choir School: Praised be the Lord, G r e e n e

Sunday,  September 21
T w e n t y - fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

David A. Van Dyke, preaching
10 a.m.

Motet Choir: The Heavens are Telling, Joseph Haydn;  
Alleluia, S t e p h e n P a u l u s

Choir School: The Father’s Love, L o l e

Sunday, September 28
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

David A. Van Dyke, preaching
10 a.m.

Motet Choir: Cantique de Jean Racine, Gabriel Fauré; 
I Was Glad, Hubert Parry

Choir School: Unto Him that Loved Us, Vaughn Williams
Handbell Choir: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, Fred Bock

September 7 is Rally Sunday, the day we invite inter-
ested persons to participate in our many programs. If

you are interested in education, service, music, the arts,
travel, children’s programs, gardening, women’s pro-
grams, social gatherings, men’s programs, current
affairs, spirituality, we have opportunities for all of that
and more! Stop by the tables outside the sanctuary and
parlour.  Friendly folks are eager to tell you about activ-
ities and events.  Get involved!

On September 7, we begin our new schedule of
Sunday morning worship services and education.

At 8:15, a worship service will be celebrated in the
Elizabeth Chapel, with monthly communion.  The ser-
mon will be the same as at 10 a.m., but the music and
the liturgy will frame a quieter, more contemplative
experience.  The traditional worship service remains at
10 a.m. year-round.  There will be educational offerings
for adults at 9:15 and 11:10; Choir School warm-up at
9:15; Children’s Assembly Time at 10:20; fellowship in
the Kirk Parlour at 9 and 11; and Sunday School at 11.
These are exciting changes for the new program year!

Plan to attend the Benevolence Bash on Sunday,
September 28! 
This is an all-congregational event to raise funds for

the important ministries supported financially by the
Mission & Benevolence program of the House of Hope.
The Bash will be held on the church lawn and will be
fun for all ages. 

Benevolence Bash Events on 9/28
12 noon to 1 p.m. :

•Picnic-style pig roast (vegetarian meals available)
•Music 
•Games for kids
•Silent auction

1 p.m. to 2 p.m.:
•Live auction to raise funds for the Mission & 
Benevolence programs
•Magic Show for children, Great Hall (child
care provided) 

Behold, a New Thing:
New Sunday Morning Schedule!

Something for Everyone:
Rally Sunday!

Bash: An Uproarious Party!
—Dictionary.com

See The Bash is Back, p. 2...  
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Getting to
Know you

The Membership
Development and

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Committee is sponsor-
ing “Get Acquainted
Dinners” for the congre-
gation.  Participants will
meet in each other's
homes in groups of
approximately eight
people who will remain
in the same group and
gather four times during
the year.  This will give
an opportunity to
become well acquainted
with the members of
their group.  Sign up
and ask questions at
Rally Sunday, Septem-
ber 7, 2008.  There will
also be sign-ups Sep-
tember 14 and 21 out-
side of Kirk Parlour.
Hope to see you there.

Welcome Back!

Despite the ways we may think otherwise, we crave our routines.  Summer is a
time of relaxing and recharging while fall begins another busy church year with

many familiar routines.  And of course, our new worship schedule begins with the
addition of an 8:15 a.m. service in the chapel with communion monthly, followed by
worship at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary.  Education for all ages will follow the 10 a.m. wor-
ship.  This new routine will be a learning experience for us and will no doubt take
some adjustment.  I ask you to remember that there is no one perfect schedule that
fully satisfies everyone’s desires and wishes.  I applaud your willingness to try this
new thing.     

I also want to thank Sofia Ardalan for her extra dedication during last year’s transi-
tion.  Sofia stepped in and stepped up, taking on the role of Music Director in addition
to her responsibilities as the Director of the Choir School.  She also filled in by con-
ducting the Motet Choir after Andrew Altenbach left for his summer with the Santa Fe
Opera.  In all of these extra duties and responsibilities, Sofia performed brilliantly and
I’m grateful for her presence.   I’m also looking forward to working with Aaron Miller
and celebrating the start of his ministry at the Service of Welcome and Celebration on
Sunday, September 21.      

This fall sees the return of the Benevolence Bash, on September 28, which will seek
to raise some $30,000 for mission related projects.  I’m grateful for those who see mis-
sion as a priority for the church and for making this significant all-church event hap-
pen once again.  

Along with Tom Forster-Smith and ten members of the congregation, I will be vis-
iting our mission partners in South Africa this October, helping to complete the church
building we have been working on in Malungeni for quite some time.   I’m also look-
ing forward to visiting pastor Spiwo Xapile at the J.L. Zwane Memorial Presbyterian
Church in Guguletu, outside of Cape Town.  I am grateful that he could be with us
and lead in worship last July.  I believe strongly that mission partnerships are impor-
tant in the life of the church.  I’ve seen too many people whose lives and worldviews
have been radically changed through such exchanges and partnerships to think other-
wise.   Personally, I have experienced on trips like these the blessed mystery of receiv-
ing far more from those who materially have very little to give, than I myself, who
have much, have given them.     

October also sees the return of Project HOME, when we open our doors and invite
into the church those for whom there wasn’t even room at the local homeless shelters.
Demonstrating hospitality in this meaningful way is perhaps one of the most visibly
Christ-like things we do all year as a church.  Sitting with a homeless high school girl
last October and helping with her homework, I was reminded of the overwhelming
uphill battle she’s facing in life, and how badly needed and just how far a little kind-
ness and decency can go in lives that otherwise experience very little of those things.
Project HOME is a good and worthy undertaking that we do together as a church and
we are a better church because of it.  I was drawn to House of Hope because of com-
mitments like this one and I encourage you to volunteer and be a part of it.     

Fall also brings about an annual stewardship campaign, an important time in dis-
cerning the role and importance of the church in your life.  Stewardship campaigns are
not about church budgets, rather they’re statements about your spiritual health and
well-being and it’s not too early to begin praying about what kind of commitment God
might have you make this fall.  It’s nothing less than remarkable that last year we
made our stewardship goal for the first time in 14 years.  That is certainly a trend we
need to continue and about which you will be hearing more.  

With one full year now under my belt as your pastor, I want to tell you how
pleased I continue to be at the opportunity to serve as your pastor.  I am looking for-
ward to another great, productive year together.

—David 

from page 1 ...

The Bash 
is Back!

What can you do to
support the Bash?

•Plan to attend!
Tickets to the Bash

will be available for pur-
chase at church through-
out September.

•Consider your bless-
ings and how you want
to respond to God’s gen-
erosity toward you. 

What donations can
you make to support the
Benevolence Bash auc-
tion? 

Please contact Julie Korte
at jkorte@INETIUM.com
or 952 646-0843 to let her
know the items you
would like to donate for
the auction.

We look forward to
seeing you at the Bash on
Sunday the 28th.  Thank
you for your support!

—Carolyn & Don Egeberg
Benevolence Bash Chairs,
2008



The Anchor Society is made up of indi-
viduals or couples who have chosen to

leave a planned gift to The House of Hope
Presbyterian Church in their will or estate
plan.  A brunch to thank these members

for contributing to the stability and strength of the
church will be held at the Manse on Sunday, September
21, at 12 noon. Invitations have been sent to current
members of the Society.

Anchor Society brochures are available in the church
kiosks.  If you are interested in learning more about the
Society or in becoming a member, please contact David
Van Dyke at dvd@hohchurch.org or 651-223-7542.

—Ginger Bailey, Endowment Gift Committee 

Sunday-Weekday Connections, the
intergenerational House of Hope

women’s program, starts its fourth
year this September. House of Hope women of all ages
and various backgrounds enjoy stimulating discussions,
friendship, and fellowship. We meet on the last Tuesday
of the month five times throughout the fall and winter.
Save these 2008-2009 dates: September 30, October 28,
January 27, February 24 and March 31.  

•Meet, relax and share a meal. The evening begins
with a social time at 6:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 7
and the speaker’s presentation. The evening ends about
8:30.

•Hear another House of Hope woman reflect on her
Monday-Saturday experience.

•Talk together about how our faith works throughout
daily life.

•Our September 30 meeting is at the Meeting House
(former manse, 761 Summit). You can get to the Meeting
House back door from the Portland parking lot if you
prefer to park there or park on Summit Avenue and
enter at the front door.

•Cost is $25 per person for a meal and related
expenses.

On September 30, House of Hope member Laura
Merriam will speak on being a “world citizen.”  Please
join us for a great evening.

Watch the bulletin and email for more information.

Ethan Anthony, principle
partner in the architectural

firm HDB:Cram and Ferguson
will present a lecture following
worship on Sunday, September
14.  
He will talk about the work-
manship and detail inherent in
Gothic churches as well as help
us understand the imagination
and Christian spirit which are
displayed in the process.  We

will gather in the Sanctuary for this event so we can
enjoy viewing the details Cram wove into the familiar
space in which we gather to worship.

Anthony is author of a new volume, The Architecture
of Ralph Adams Cram and His Office, and will intersperse
stories about how Cram came to be the poster child of
pure Gothic in his time.  Following the lecture there will
be coffee in the Kirk Parlour and an opportunity to pur-
chase Ethan Anthony’s book and have him sign it.

This program is being sponsored by the 2014 Task 
Force:  Imagine More.  

Jeff Knutson, Chair; Bonnie Alton, Paul Anderson, Matt
Brenengen, Kay Crawford, Larry Lee, Dinah Schuster,
Pat Smith, Mary Westra, Ted Weyerhaeuser and Rev.
David VanDyke

Save Sunday night, December 7, for the Annual
Holiday Dinner.  We’ll be at the Midland Hills

Country Club in Roseville again this year.  All House of
Hope Adults welcome.  Watch the bulletin and T h e
Anchor for further details.

Adult Gathering:
Save the Date!
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Where There’s a Will...

Sunday-Weekday Connections

Ralph Adams Cram: The Architect
and The House of Hope

In the Sanctuary following Worship
Sunday, September 14

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Resumes

ABible study of the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary
scripture passages will resume each Wednesday

morning, beginning September 10, from 10:15 to 11:30
a.m., in the Church Library. Under the capable leader-
ship of the Rev. Molly McMillan, with assistance from
Rev. Tom Forster-Smith, participants will have a chance
to study and discuss the themes in the scripture pas-
sages serving as the focus for weekly worship at the
House of Hope.  No prior familiarity or experience with
Bible study is necessary, and the only text book is the
Bible itself.  Each participant will be encouraged to con-
sider the input of Biblical scholars presented by Revs.
McMillan and Forster-Smith, and to offer their own
insights and ask their own questions as well.  For more
information please contact Rev. Tom Forster-Smith at
tomf@hohchurch.org or 651-223-7553.



Everyone is invited to come to the second floor of the
Sunday School (east) wing and see the Bible

Adventure rooms and find out what happens in Sunday
School for grades 1-5!    Did you know we have a movie
theater called the BibleMax?  And a computer lab called
the Mouse Pad?  And that one of our classrooms is
home to a camel?

This is a great way for adults of all ages get excited
about learning!  

ATTENTION PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS
AND KINDERGARTNERS!

On September 7, which is Rally Sunday, you will
have the opportunity to visit your child’s Sunday

School room. For children in the 3, Pre-K, and
Kindergarten classes, parents are invited to come to the
classrooms at the end of the Sunday School time. This
would be 11:45 to 12 noon.

PARENTS OF FIRST GRADERS:
WELCOME TO BIBLE ADVENTURE!

You are invited to come upstairs to the Bible
Adventure rooms and take a tour with your first

grader.  You will be able to meet the camel, see the
movie theater, check out the art room, and even play a
game on the computers!  Please meet your first grader in
room 1 immediately following the 10 a.m. worship ser-
vice service.

During April and May, the 2014 Task force held a
series of congregational meetings and focus groups

where over 300 members shared their ideas, beliefs, and
visions for the future of House of Hope.   Those com-
ments were presented to the congregation in draft form
at a meeting following worship on June 29.  If you were
unable to attend the meeting and wish to offer your
thoughts on the document, you may find it on The
House of Hope website, hoh@hohchurc h . o rg.  Please
send your comments to the 2014 Task force at our e-mail
account, larryllee@yahoo.com.

During the next phase we will be setting goals to
help us achieve our vision for The House of Hope in
2014 and for decades beyond.  Members of the task
f o rce will be contacting committees and individuals to
help give life and meaning to this process.  As in the
past, we will involve the congregation and will re p o r t
our findings to you at a meeting sometime in
November.

The 2014 Task Force Members:
Jeff Knutson, Chair; Bonnie Alton, Paul Anderson, Matt
B renengen, Kay Crawford, Larry Lee, Dinah Schuster,
Pat Smith, Mary Westra, Ted We y e rhaeuser and Rev.
David VanDyke

Men: Mark you calendars now. The annual House of Hope Men’s Retreat will be held at the Meeting House (former
House of Hope Manse, 761 Summit) Friday evening and Saturday, November 14-15.  It is hoped that with the

nearby location more men of the congregation can participate this year, either for the whole time or part of it.  Our
speaker will be Dr. Ed Sellner, professor of theology and spirituality at the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, and his
topic will be: Male Friendships and Mentoring. Dr. Sellner, who has authored 10 books, writes that every man carries
within his soul a psychic pattern of energy called a "double," a significant archetype of male relatedness reflected in
relationships between fathers and sons, brothers and brothers, friends and mentors.  Whether one is straight or gay,
this inner pattern is expressed in male relationships of love, tenderness, and joy.   Dr. Sellner will explore some of the
significant double relationships in human history and literature, and what they can teach us about ourselves.  There
will be time during this retreat also for group discussions as well as solitude. Brochures with registration blanks will be
available this month and on Rally Sunday at the church.  Contact Rev. Tom Forster-Smith at tomf@hohchurch.org or
call him at 651-223-7553 for further information.

Parents of Preschoolers,
Kindergartners, & First Graders

2014 Task Force Report, September 2008

Hold the Date: House of Hope Men’s Retreat, November 14-15
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Sunday School Open House!
September 7, 11:15 a.m. to Noon
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Adult
Education

ADULT
ENRICHMENT: 
THE EARLY HOUR
9:15 - 9:50
•Lectionary Study
Leader: Tom Forster-
Smith and other clergy
staff.  Location: Church
Library 

•Faith & Works Forum:
Presentations and conver-
sations on current issues
of social justice and envi-
ronmental stewardship,
from a faith perspective.
Location: Bridal Room

September 21 Topic:
Eco-Justice Issues

BIBLE STUDY  

In addition to the weekly
Lectionary study group

at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday
mornings, there are week-
ly opportunities for study
of the coming Sunday’s
lectionary scripture
lessons:

•The Men’s Breakfast
each Tuesday, 7 to 8:15
a.m. at the Copper Dome
Restaurant, 1333 Randolph
Ave., St. Paul, and

•Wednesday mornings
with the Rev. Molly
McMillan in the Church
Library at the House of
Hope, from 10:15 to 11:30
a.m., beginning September
10. 

ADULT
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS AT
11 A.M.
in the Assembly Room
(unless otherwise noted)

September 7: Rally
Sunday. No program.
Please visit the informa-
tion tables set up around
the church to learn about
church:sponsored pro-

grams for the Fall season.
September 14:  2014

Task Force.  Presenter:
Architect Ethan Anthony,
speaking on the history of
church architect Ralph
Adams Cram. (For
details, see p. 3 of this
issue.)

September 21:  Meet
Aaron Miller.  Get
acquainted with House of
Hope’s new Director of
Music and organist, Dr.
Aaron Miller, who will
speak about his calling as
a professional church
musician.

September 28: House
of Hope’s Mission &
Outreach Program.  Several
highlights of House of
Hope’s Mission &
Benevolence supported
ministries will be high-
lighted in presentations
and displays presented in
the Assembly Room prior
to the Benevolence Bash,
which begins at 12 Noon.

SHORT SERIES

Societal and Spiritual
Challenges of Post-

Communist Central Europe.
Presenter: by Dr. Patrick
Dale, Associate Professor
of Political Science, St.
Olaf College;
B.A., University of Keele,
England; M.A., Ph.D.
University of Essex,
England.  These classes
offer an introduction to
the Václav Havel Civil
Society Symposium
Wednesday, September
24 and October 1, 7 to
8:30 p.m., in the
Assembly Room
(See p. 9 of this issue for
other events of the
October symposium.)

FAMILY ISSUES
•Parents Morning Out
Group

Calling all parents of
young children!

(Kindergarten age and
younger)  Beginning on
Friday, September 12, this
group will meet from 9:30
to 11 a.m. in the Kirk
Parlour. This group pro-
vides an opportunity for

parents to get to know
each other, to learn about
and talk about
parent/family issues in a
Christian context and
from a faith perspective,
and to grow spiritually.
The group will meet on
the second and fourth
Friday of each month.
Childcare will be available
by reservation, on a first-
come, first-served basis.

An added component
of the Parent’s Morning
Out group for this year is
“Service.”  On the third
Friday of the month, par-
ents and their children
will visit residents at
Presbyterian Homes in
Roseville.  Anyone who
wishes to participate in
this opportunity is wel-
come, even if you are not
available to attend the
group gatherings on the
other Fridays.  Watch the
bulletin and email for
details!

•Parent Conversation
Group

Parent Conversation
Group will feature a

reprise this fall—a discus-
sion of The Blessing of a
Skinned Knee:  Using Jewish
Teachings to Raise Self-
Reliant Children, by
Wendy Mogel, Ph.D.  We
featured Blessings of a
Skinned Knee four years
ago and enjoyed a vibrant
discussion.  If you did not
participate in that series
or in the Parents’ Morning
Out discussion of the
book, consider attending
these discussions as you
will definitely benefit
from them.  While par-
ents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles and teachers are
welcome to attend any-
time without having done
background reading, this
parenting book is so
worthwhile you will want
to read it to enjoy the dis-
cussion more.  

Discussions are offered
Sundays at 11:10 a.m. in
Room 1 when the church
calendar does not feature
a major event.  This book
discussion begins on
Sunday, October 26.
Further dates will be iden-
tified in the church bul-
letin.

Once a month brief dis-
cussions will be held

around Noomas, which
are short, provocative
videos on spirituality and
daily life produced by
Rob Bell, a pastor from a
large church in Michigan.
The discussions will be
held in Room 1 from 9:15
to 9:45.  Watch the bul-
letin for more details.

GREAT DECISIONS

Programs are presented
the third Tuesday of
the month at 7:30 p.m.
in the Church Library
(except December)

•September 16:
Russia and “Putinism”
Presenter: Tom Hanson

During his two terms
as president, Vladimir
Putin has attempted to
make Russia into a major
independent world
power.  Some of his poli-
cies have provoked con-
cern in Europe and the
United States. What
course will Russia take in
the future? (Also, we will
ask Tom to discuss for-
eign policy issues facing
the next Administration. )

Tom Hanson  is a
retired Foreign Service
Officer with State
Department postings from
1973 to 1994 in many
European countries
including the USSR and
later, Georgia and Estonia.
He has worked for the
Foreign Relations
Committees of the U.S.
Senate and House of
Representatives. Tom has
Master's Degrees from
Tufts and schools in
Geneva, Switzerland, and
Paris, France; and a
degree in International
Relations from the U of M.
He has spoken to us in the
past on a variety of for-
eign policy topics.

Great Decisions: discus-
sions of U.S. foreign poli-
cy issues based on a read-
ing guide from the
Foreign Policy
Association and led by
speakers recommended
by the Minnesota
International Center.
Guests are welcome. For
more information, call
Bob Mairs, 651-222-3423,
Dennis Anderson, 651-
730-4003, or the church
office, 651-227-6311.  



Come to the Project Home table on Rally Sunday,
September 7, to learn more about Project Home and

to sign up for a shift to help staff the shelter program for
homeless families during October.  This season will be
House of Hope’s eleventh year of operating Project
Home in our church building, and we couldn’t do it
without the help of all of our wonderful church volun-
teers.  

Imagine for a moment that you’ve lost everything,
including your job and your home.  You have no money
and your family and friends don’t have room to take
you and your family in.  Your small children are con-
fused about why they won’t be going back to the place
they used to call home.  You apply for assistance from
the government, but you know it’s a bureaucracy and it
will take some undetermined amount of time to decide
if you qualify for help.  This leaves you and your chil-
dren homeless.

Most of us, fortunately, can’t imagine it.  But for
many in our community, it is reality.  As believers in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we at The House of Hope invite
these homeless families to stay with us for 31 days in
October—through Project Home.  We convert our Youth
Room into a place of welcome for them.  This program
requires our active participation, and many members
have said this is the most satisfying volunteer program
that they have participated in. 

Our guests will be thankful for a friendly smile
after a long day seeking housing.  The children especial-
ly will enjoy and appreciate having volunteers play
games and help them with their schoolwork.  Mostly,
the families need to know they're in a safe, family-
friendly place where they can get a good night's sleep.)

The minimum staffing needed for the shelter is 4
volunteers per evening.  Two shifts of volunteers are
scheduled each night the shelter is open.  Between 5:30
to 8:30 p.m., volunteers are needed to greet shelter
guests, orient them to the facilities, and provide an
evening snack.  Between 8 p.m. to 7 a.m., a second shift
of volunteers helps the guests settle in for the night, sees
the guests off in the morning, and helps with clean-up
after the guests leave.

If you can’t make it to the Rally Sunday sign-up on
September 7, you can call the church office at 651-227-
6311 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday
or look for the Project Home table in the Kirk Parlour on
Sunday mornings throughout September. Please check
the upcoming Sunday bulletins for the time and location
for Project Home orientation and training sessions.

For more information on Project Home, please call
either Dennis Anderson at 651-730-4003 (dennis-
st.paul@usfamily.net) or Rev. Tom Forster-Smith at 651-
223-7553 (tomf@hohchurch.org).
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Project Home Family Shelter
Volunteer Sign-up

Rally Sunday, September 7

We all need this conversation, because "where your
treasure is,  there will your heart be also"

(Matthew 6:21).  Jesus says that if we want to love God,
want to love the church, want to love ourselves, begin
with giving. Give of our treasure, our time, and our tal-
ents, and our hearts will follow.  Like all worthwhile
human endeavor, spirituality requires practice, requires
discipline; and it is in the regular practice of something
that we profoundly understand the meaning of it.
Thus, we can see how deeply a part of living our lives is
stewardship—in fact, stewardship is a way of life.
What happens if we turn from thinking of giving to the
church as an obligation to thinking of it as an opportu-
nity?  If we give with hearts full of devotion for the God
who loves us, then the questions of where to give and
how much to give will work themselves out in time.
Jesus focuses not on giving as an obligation but on giv-
ing as an act of worship, on the sacrificial spirit that
moves us.  Giving as an act of worship takes us beyond
duty to delight. 

The essence of faith is worship, and the essence of
worship is sacrifice. Remember ancient Israel and the
stories of offerings.  The ancient Israelites brought
things that they valued to the altar and left them there.
They found it worthwhile, indeed necessary, to give
away their possessions in sacrificial acts of worship to
God.  We, the members of the Stewardship Committee,
can feel uncomfortable talking about matters that we
have not mastered ourselves.  But we are also learning
to put our treasure where we want our hearts to be. We
are thinking of this experience as an opportunity! 

Theologians talk of interpreting Scripture in terms of
law and Gospel. Law is what the Bible tells us to do for
God.  The Gospel reveals what God does for us.  When
we give to the church to fulfill obligations of church
membership or to be obedient to our church's teaching,
we are responding to the law of Scripture.  When we
give out of gratitude for God's undeserved grace, out of
a joyous and spontaneous willingness to sacrifice, we
are responding to the Gospel.  Our giving can be a
response to both—our duty and our delight. We ask
ourselves, if we were the people we want to be—the
church we want to be—how would we spend our
money, our time, our talents?  Jesus says, put your trea-
sure where you want your heart to be, and your heart
will follow.

The 2008 Stewardship Committee:

Dorothea Anderson Christopher Cheney
Lois Knutson David Van Dyke
Janice Anderson Carolyn Egeberg
William Liike Michelle Freyholtz
Mary Ellen Bland Rosemary Gruber
David PeKarna Suzanne Stenson O’Brien

Stewardship at The
House of Hope

Why is the Stewardship
Conversation So Important Today?
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Youth
Education

SUNDAY MORNINGS
FOR CHILDREN

A NEW SCHEDULE
begins on Sunday,
September 7!  Here is what
you need to know:

Nursery/Toddler Care
• Nursery/toddler care is
provided each Sunday
morning from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.
• Infants (birth - 10
months) go to the Noah’s
Ark nursery in Room  8.
• Toddlers (19 months –
35 months) go to the
Garden of Eden in Room 2.
Both of these rooms are
staffed by trained paid
staff and volunteers.

If you are coming to wor-
ship at 8:15:
• Childcare will be pro-
vided for age 4 and
younger. (See above.
NOTE:  toddlers, 3 and 4
year olds go to Room 2
during 8:15 worship)
• Children age 5 and up
participate in worship
with their families

If you are coming to the
10 a.m. worship service:
• Infants and toddlers go
to Room 8 or 2 (see above)
• Three-year-olds go to
room 6 beginning at 9:45
for supervised play.
Children must be 3 by
August 31.
• Children age 4 through
grade 5 attend the begin-
ning of the worship ser-
vice, then leave the sanc-
tuary for WORSHIP
ENRICHMENT.

WORSHIP ENRICH-
MENT! What is that?
• Age 3, pre-k and kinder-
garten gather in their
classrooms, and then will
go to Room 5 for singing
time. (About 10:20 a.m.)

• Grades 1-5 will gather in
the chapel for singing, and
learning about hymns,
prayer, Scripture reading,
and learning about the
parts of worship.
Members of the clergy, Jan
Snell, and Sofia Ardalan
will lead Worship
Enrichment time.
• Following Worship
Enrichment, children and
their teachers/shepherds
will go to Sunday School
(age 3-K) or Bible
Adventure (Grades 1-5).

NOTE: Education for all
ages is offered from 11
a.m. to 12 noon.

RALLY SUNDAY!
September 7
“Rally Sunday” is a term
that has been around for a
long time, signifying a
new program year and a
new excitement about get-
ting back to church after a
summer of travel and
recreation. In many ways,
Rally Sunday is
Homecoming, Happy
New Year, and Family
Reunion, all rolled into
one morning.

It is the first day of the
new Sunday School
year—and for children,
missing Rally Sunday is a
little like missing out on
the first day of school.

We look forward to see-
ing familiar faces and wel-
coming new faces on
September 7.

Special “Welcome Back”
activities will be available
for children age 3-grade 5.
At the 10 a.m. service,
children will be excused
from worship following
the Time for Children.

Children in the pre-k and
K classes will go to their
classrooms, then to Room
5 for music and other
activities.

Children in grades 1
through 5 will go directly
to the chapel for WOR-
SHIP ENRICHMENT, and
then will gather for some
special activities.

Reminder to
Parents/Guardians:
Registration packets have
been mailed to all house-
holds. If you have not
received one, please pick
one up from the kiosks or
contact Jan Snell and one
will be sent to you.

WELCOME BACK
SUNDAY SCHOOL STU-
DENTS!
This fall, children age 3
through Kindergarten will
use new curriculum that is
engaging and volunteer-
friendly, with an emphasis
on the basic Bible stories.

Children in grades 1-5
will begin the fall by
exploring the theme of
REDEMPTION.  We begin
with the story of baby
Moses, which will be fol-
lowed by the story of
Jonah.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
A few more workshop
leaders for B.I.B.L.E.
Adventure are needed.
Workshop leaders volun-
teer to teach in one of the
rotation rooms (art, drama,
movies, computers, cook-
ing, games, etc.) for one 5-
week unit. All materials
and training are provided.
Once the unit is over, lead-
ers may choose to teach
again, or not, depending
on interest and schedule.
Being a workshop leader is
a great way to be involved
on a limited time schedule,
while sharing a particular
skill or interest with the
children. Contact Jan Snell
at 651-223-7547 or see the
sign-up poster outside the
Kirk Parlour.

Ask Not for Whom the
Role of Sunday School
Volunteer Calls…  It Calls
for THEE!

WHO should help our
children and young people
learn?  

So often, the role of
teacher in the church
school is assumed to be
the sole responsibility of
the parents. 

And parents do take on
the teaching of the chil-
dren. However, it is in the
best interest of the chil-
dren, and the church at
large, to have others
involved in teaching and
sharing their faith. People,
who are NOT the parents
of the children or the par-
ents of their children’s
friends, have a powerful
message to share, not only
with words but also with
their presence. Everyone
has a responsibility to help
bring up the next genera-
tion into a life of faith.
Our children and youth
benefit from hearing other
voices, from seeing other
examples, from gaining a
perspective from someone
else that makes their expe-
riences on Sunday morn-
ing deeper and richer.
Instead of keeping the
generations apart, and
keeping everyone in their
own sphere, we are called
to be the Body of Christ.
We all gain when we
know the names of the
children and young peo-
ple, and when those mem-
bers of the younger gener-
ation come to know and
respect those who are
older and have wisdom
and experience to share.

There are many ways to
be involved in the nurture
of the next generation by
sharing your own gifts
and talents through art,
music, computers, drama,
cooking, etc.  

• God (and the children)
need people who love to
read stories to preschool-
ers for 15 minutes on a

Continued on p. 8...
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Sunday on an occasional
basis.
• People are needed to
rock babies in the nursery
and do puzzles in the tod-
dler room
• People are needed to
help children ask ques-
tions and wrestle with
finding the answers to
their questions about faith
and God, and how they fit
into their lives.

The time commitment
can be once per month,
once every three months,
or a one-time-only com-
mitment. Volunteers can
share their expertise for
several Sundays and then
be done, or make a longer
term commitment.

Come to the children
and youth display tables
on Rally Sunday for more
information and to ask
questions, or contact Jan
Snell or Josh Heikkila.  The
young people are counting
on all of us!

MILESTONES
PROGRAM RESUMES

Milestones are educa-
tion units that the House
of Hope believes students
at specific stages should
understand and accom-
plish. These are intended
to help children along in
their faith development,
and to give parents and
guardians tools that they
need to teach the children
and help them to grow in
faith, acting on the promis-
es made at baptism.

Milestones for the fall
are as follows:

• FIRST GRADERS will
learn about the Lord’s
Supper and then have the
opportunity to participate
in Communion with the
congregation for the first
time on World
Communion Sunday,
October 5.  CLASS for par-
ents and children will be
on Sunday, September 21,
at 11 a.m.
• THIRD GRADERS will
receive their own Bibles

and will participate in a
“Bible and Me” class with
parents.  CLASS for par-
ents and children will be
on Sunday, October 12, at
11 a.m.
• KINDERGARTNERS
will learn the Lord’s
Prayer and have the
opportunity to lead the
congregation in saying the
Lord’s Prayer in
November.  CLASS will be
on Sunday, October 26, at
11:30 a.m.

Mailings will go out
with more specific infor-
mation. Dates and times
can also be found in the
Milestones brochure, locat-
ed in the information
kiosks, and on the web at
www.hohchurch.org.

PARENTS MORNING
OUT GROUP is Meeting
on a New Day!

Calling all parents of
young children!
(Kindergarten age and
younger)  Beginning on
FRIDAY, September 12,
this group will meet from
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the Kirk
Parlour. The purpose of

the group is to provide an
opportunity for parents to
get to know each other, to
learn about and talk about
parent/family issues in a
Christian context and
from a faith perspective,
and to grow spiritually.
The group will meet on
the second and fourth
Friday of each month.
Childcare will be available
by reservation on a first-
come, first-served basis.
An added component of
the Parent’s Morning Out
group for this year is SER-
VICE.  On the third Friday
of the month, parents and
their children will be visit-
ing residents at
Presbyterian Homes in
Roseville.  Anyone who
wishes to participate in
this opportunity is wel-
come, even if you are not
available to attend the
group gatherings on the
other Fridays.  Watch the
bulletin and e-mail for
details!
Announcing The CHIL-
DREN'S ART SHOW!

All House of Hope chil-
dren and young people
are invited to create an
entry for the Children's
Art Show for 2008!

The original works by
our children and youth
will be displayed in the
Cloister Gallery during
the month of NOVEM-
BER. All ages are wel-
come to participate!
Middle School and Senior
High students are encour-
aged to bring something
to display.

Here is what you need to
know:
• Bring your original cre-
ations to the church on
any Sunday in October.
• All creative efforts and
media are welcome! Clay,
photography, paint,
crayons, charcoal, pencil
sketches, sculpture, col-
lage, etc. 
• Children are encour-
aged to display things
created in school or
Sunday School
• All pieces intended for
hanging must be framed.
Frames need not be fancy
or expensive.
• Questions?  Contact Jan
Snell, 651-223-7547       

SUMMER MEMORIES:  A good time was had by all!



Scholar-diplomats Martin Butora and Zora Butorova will be the scholars-in-residence
for this year’s Havel Symposium.  A Slovak couple who were deeply involved in the

1989 Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia and later with the creation of the Slovak
Republic in 1993, they will spend a week in the Twin Cities this fall as visiting scholars
in the Václav Havel Civil Society Symposium.

Dr. Martin Butora, honorary president of the Institute for Public Affairs, an indepen-
dent think tank in Bratislava, Slovakia, and his wife, Dr. Zora Butorova, a resident schol-
ar at the institute, will begin their visit to the Twin Cities on October 6. 

The visiting scholar program is a partnership of the University of St. Thomas and the
House of Hope Presbyterian Church in cooperation with the Minnesota Czech and
Slovak communities. During their visit, Butora and Butorova will speak at the House of
Hope, meet with the media, and participate in a host of classes, seminars, and programs
at St. Thomas.

Martin Butora has been a university professor, diplomat, and ambassador of the
Slovak Republic to the United States. He received doctorates in sociology from
Comenius University in Bratislava and Charles University in Prague. In 1989 he was a
founder of Public Against Violence, the leading Slovak force in the Velvet Revolution.
He later served as an adviser on human rights to President Havel. He was awarded the
Democracy Service medal from the National Endowment for Democracy in
Washington, D.C., and a Celebration of Freedom Award from the American Jewish
Committee. 

Zora Butorova also holds a doctorate in sociology from Comenius University. One of
the key figures in public opinion research in Slovakia, she is the author of many studies
and articles on political culture in post-Communist Czechoslovakia and Slovakia, on
people's attitudes regarding Slovakia's transition to democracy, and on the changes in
women's lives and in gender relations after the fall of communism. 

Public events scheduled at the House of Hope, 797 Summit Ave., are:

•Martin Butora will discuss "The U.S. and the New Europe: The Imperative for 
a New  Partnership" at 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 8.  This foreign affairs 
address is co-sponsored by the Minnesota Chapter of the United Nations 
Association and the Minnesota International Center.

•The couple will speak at the 10 a.m. service and participate in an 11 a.m. pro-
gram, "Characteristics and Challenges of Recent Democracies, the Central 
European Experience,” on Sunday, October 12. 

Public events scheduled at the St. Paul campus of St. Thomas are: 

•The movie "Citizen Havel" will be shown at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 7, in 
Room 100, McNeely Hall, located at the corner of Summit and Cleveland 
Avenues. The couple will lead a discussion after the film. 

•Zora Butorova will speak on "The Role of Women in New Democracies — at 
Work, in Politics, in Changing Family Dynamics" at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, 
October 9, in Room 100, McNeely Hall.  

Finally, a reception for the couple, hosted by the Czech and Slovak Cultural Center of
Minnesota, will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, October 11, at Sokol Hall, 383
Michigan St., St. Paul. 

These events are free and open to the public.  
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Slovak Scholar-diplomats Headline
Václav Havel Civil Society Symposium October 5-12

Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance is sup-

porting humanitarian
relief efforts for refugees
and displaced persons
in the Eurasian country
of G e o r g i a in coopera-
tion with Action by
Churches Together
(ACT) International.
Hostilities between
Russian and Georgian
forces have forced
approximately 35,000
people out of their
homes. ACT members
are working together to
deliver assistance to
refugees and displaced
persons, providing shel-
ter, food, clothing, and
medicines. Those wish-
ing to respond financial-
ly may do so by writing
checks to the House of
Hope and  designating
them for “Europe,
DR000134”  in the
memo line.

Disaster in
the Country
of Georgia

Parking
Advisory

House of Hope will
serve as a “pit

stop” for the Breast
Cancer 3-Day Walk this
year.  The Portland
Avenue parking lot will
be closed to other uses
on Friday, September
19, starting at 6 a.m.
until supplies have been
picked up from the site
that afternoon.  We are
glad for the opportunity
to serve the walkers in
this good cause.



A Moment
of Peace

My Mom always sat at the kitchen table and smoked
a cigarette after dinner. Tom, my older brother,

rushed away from the table shouting “dog pile.” After
five minutes of wrestling, the younger girls were on the
bottom of the pile crying. 

“Can’t I have moment of peace?” My Mother shouted
as she put out her cigarette.                          

I think we are all looking for moments of peace.
Eckhart Tolle addresses this in his book A New Earth:
Awakening to Your Life’s Purpose. Tolle was a college stu-
dent on his way to class one day when he observed a
young woman.  She appeared to be mentally ill. She
talked and gestured angrily and appeared unaware of
her surroundings. The woman entered the same univer-
sity building as the author. He was taken aback, and
wondered what she was doing there. Later in the uni-
versity washroom he found himself thinking.  “I hope I
don’t end up like her.” A man next to him looked at him
oddly.  He realized he had been mumbling out loud.
Tolle realized the only difference between himself and
the “crazy lady” was that while she was angry he was
anxious. She spoke out loud, he spoke in his head. The
point of all this is that we are constantly thinking. The
only way to gain peace is to be “in the moment.”

Several years ago my son was born with “special
needs.”  I worried constantly what the future would
bring. Did you know that if you worry enough you can
change the future? Not! My salvation was a once-a-week
trail ride on horseback with one of my high school
friends. I followed her through woodland paths, corn-
field stubble, swamps, and thunderstorms. The only
thing I thought of was staying on and keeping up. It was
a vacation for my mind. Sometimes I think addiction is
like that, too.  You just want to “get away” and change
your thinking. You don’t realize that as addiction pro-
gresses you really will have changed your thinking. All
you will think about then is your substance of choice

Eckhart Tolle is a Christian but speaks of the com-
monality of all religions’ search for a peaceful heart. I
found great wisdom in this book. It helps to know that I
am not the only one thinking about my grocery list in
the middle of our church service. It also helps to know
that I can change that if I choose.

—Jan Favorite
Member of House of Hope  Faith Partners Team

Faith Partners mission statement: The House of Hope Faith
Partners Ministry will serve the needs of our congregation, and the
broader community, by addressing addiction in our midst.  We will
provide educational programs, resource information, outreach and
support to people affected by addiction.  As team members, we will be
informed and active, always advocating for compassion, understand -
ing and a safe, open setting in which to serve. 

Library Corner

Below is a list of supplemental reading materials for
the September Sunday morning programs.  All

books are available in the Adult Library.  The number
after each title is the location of the book in the library.
A member of the Library Committee will be available to
assist you after the 10 a.m. service each Sunday.

NOTE: These books will be available for check-out at
the Library Committee table on Rally Sunday.

House of Hope architect Ralph Adams Cram will be
highlighted by his most recent biographer, Ethan
Anthony, on September 14.  His book and other titles by
Ralph Adams Cram and examples of Cram’s architec-
ture are located in the library.

The Architecture of Ralph Adams Cram and His Office by
Ethan Anthony.  (NEW BOOKS Shelf)  720.92 A628

The Substance of Gothic by Ralph Adams Cram  723
C889

My Life in Architecture by Ralph Adams Cram   920
C84

The Work of Cram and Ferguson, Architects published by
Pencil Points Press   OS 720 C85

Several histories of House of Hope highlight the
architecture of the building and can be found at call
number 285.1776 in the library.

On Sunday, September 28, the House of Hope
Mission and Outreach programs will be highlighted in
connection with the Benevolence Bash.  Books on the
topic of mission outreach within the church community
are listed below.

Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church
in North America edited by Darrell L. Guder   266 M678

Being Church Becoming Community by John M.
Buchanan   250 B85

A Powerful Catalyst for United Action: The History of the
Saint Paul Area Council of Churches, 1906-2006 by John M.
Lindley   277.76 L746  (Copies of this book are also avail-
able on the magazine table.)

—The Library Committee
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New Light on the Subject

Thanks to the Hard Hats for installing new lighting
on the Angel of Hope sculpture on the Summit

Avenue side of the church.  The neighbors are also glad
to see the angel dramatically illuminated once again.
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A Service of
Welcome and
Celebration

The Music Staffing Task
Force will host a

Service of Welcome and
Celebration for Aaron
David Miller on Sunday,
September 21, at 4 p.m. in
the sanctuary.  This event
will feature choirs from
House of Hope, as well as
brass and organ improvi-
sations.  Pastor Van Dyke
will lead this festival ser-
vice as we well welcome
Aaron to House of Hope.

Adult 
Handbell Choir

The Adult Handbell
Choir attended  the

2008 Regional Handbell
Festival Conference held
in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota,  June 19-22.
Festival Conferences are
sponsored by the
American Guild of
English Handbell Ringers
and are held every other
year.  They bring hun-
dreds of bell ringing
enthusiasts together for a
unique event and sound.  

The House of Hope
choir joined about 50
other handbell choirs
(approximately 500
ringers and directors) for
classes in handbell tech-
nique and learning chal-
lenging new music.
Composer Michael
Helman and clinician
Debbie Rice worked
directly with attendees in
several rehearsals.  The

Growing 
in Grace 

The theme for women’s
programs this year is

“Growing in Grace.” The
focus will be on the ways
in which God’s grace is
made manifest throughout
the stages of a woman’s
life, from childhood
through the senior years. 

Soup suppers will be
held the third Tuesday
evening of each month,
October to May, at 6 p.m.
in the Kirk Parlour.  The
book for discussion at
these gatherings will be
Joan Chittister’s The Gift of
Years.  Watch for details of
these and other programs
in future issues of The
Anchor and in the Sunday
morning bulletin.

Women’s
Breakfast 

The Women’s Breakfast
Group meets Friday

mornings at 7 a.m. in the
Kirk Parlour for breakfast
and discussion of good
books.  Newcomers are
always welcome.  First-
time visitors, please call
Jan Dickinson, 651-647-
1786, or Esther Kellogg,
651-699-6006, for impor-
tant information.
September 6: Welcome
and Introductions.
September 12, 19: Giants
in the Earth: A Saga of the
Prairie by O. E. Rolvaag.
September 26, October 3:
The Bhagavad-Gita:
Krishna's Counsel in Time of
War by Barbara Stoler
Miller (translator)

Men’s Breakfast
Groups

Tuesday Men’s Break-
fast Group meets

weekly at 7 a.m. at the
Copper Dome at 1333
Randolph.  We study the
lectionary lessons from the
coming Sunday's Scripture
lessons together.
•Thursday Men’s
Breakfast Group meets
weekly at 7 a.m. on
Thursdays at the St. Clair
Broiler on Snelling and St.
Clair.  All House of Hope
men are welcome to
attend.  For further infor-
mation, contact Reverend
Tom Forster-Smith at 651-
223-7553 or e-mail:
tomf@hohchurch.org.

Contact for Men’s
Breakfast  Groups: Bob
Hennesy, 651-739-7262.

Newcomers are
always welcome!

Men’s Annual
Fall Retreat

Save the dates of Friday
evening, November 14,

and Saturday, November
15, for the first annual
House of Hope Men’s
Retreat to be held at the
Meeting House, adjacent
to the church.  Program
and arrangements com-
mittees are now at work
planning the retreat, and it
is hoped that by staying
closer to home this year,
more House of Hope men
will be able to attend.  For
more information or to
volunteer your ideas and
energy, please contact
John King at 651-414-0421
or Rev. Tom Forster-Smith
at 651-223-7553. 

Women’s
Ministries

Men’s
Ministries

Festival ended on Sunday
with a massed concert
open to the public. 

Our choir members
were reunited with old
friends, made new friends,
got to meet composers and
well-known bell choir
directors from all over the
country, and heard many
bell choirs from the region
give short concerts.
Ringers from Manitoba,
North and South Dakota,
Wisconsin, Iowa,
Michigan, Illinois and
Minnesota gathered at the
Sioux Falls Convention
Center. Attending from
the House of Hope were
Pat Freeburg, Nancy
Harris, Leigh Malmer
Stewart, Christina Wood,
Amy Greening, Tierney
Broberg, and director,
Kirsten Uhlenberg.  If you
would like to view a DVD
of the final concert, please
contact one of the bell
choir members.

The House of Hope
Handbell Choir plays a
five octave set of
Whitechapel Bells, the
Cadillac of handbells.  The
bells were manufactured
in England and donated to
the House of Hope by Peg
and Fred Blumers in 1979.
They range in weight from
several ounces to 13
pounds and are valuable
and fragile musical instru-
ments.  If you would like
to see the bells up close, or
know more about the
music or bell technique,
visit the handbell tables in
the west transept after any
Sunday service in which
the handbell choir per-
forms.

Music
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Individual prayer time with one of the ministers is
offered following each worship service on Sunday. If

you would like prayer for yourself or for someone in
your family or circle of friends, come to the Chapel
where you will be met by a pastor who will be glad to
hear your prayer request and spend some time in prayer
with you. 

Pray with the Pastors

We had a beautiful summer evening for the 2nd
Annual National Night Out event for the neigh-

borhood.  The YWCA Transitional Housing program
came out as well as several other families from the
neighborhood for an estimated 200 people in atten-
dance.  House of Hope member Bonnie Alton provided
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches; member Sherwood
Pomeroy brought his grill and served 150 hot dogs.  The
local fire fighters brought their truck and St. Paul Police
Chief John Harrington stopped by as well as a K9 offi-
cer, and the Mounted Police officers with their horses.
The Minnesota Internet Crimes Against Children and
House of Hope member Nancy Sabin from the Jacob
Wetterling foundation provided safety information.
The group also was entertained with music by the
Walker West Music Academy Jazz and Brass Ensembles
and Sheltered Reality.  Thanks to Morning Star Baptist
church for their partnership in planning and staffing the
event and to the many House of Hope volunteers who
helped with planning, set-up, clean-up, staffing and
other assistance—you all helped to make the evening a
success!   

National Night Out 2008

Thinking About
Membership?

We offer many opportunities for fellowship, worship,
learning, and service—for adults, children, and

youth.  The next opportunity to learn about membership in
The House of Hope is Sunday, September 21, at 12 noon in
the Church Library. A light lunch will be served and child
care will be available upon request. The class will be led
by Pastors David Van Dyke and Josh Heikkila. Please
contact Michelle Freyholtz, 651-223-7556, to make a
reservation.

Spring ahead….Fall back. Many of us depend on this
simple little phrase to remind us which way to set

our clocks and watches as Daylight Savings time
rearranges our lives twice a year. Fall back would seem
to indicate that we slow down, unwind, but as we
know, it is in fact just the opposite for our busy, modern
lives. Fall is the season when activity seems to rev-up,
sometimes to warp speed and we feel a new sense of
excitement and energy in our homes and with our spiri-
tual family here at the House of Hope.

As Clerk of Session I have had the privilege of work-
ing with many of our Session committees this summer
while they planned the multitude of programs and
activities that are the life force of the House of Hope.

We are looking forward to Rally Sunday, September
7, the Benevolence Bash on September 28, excitement-
filled reports from the Choir School trip to Germany
and the Sr. High Mission trip to Glacier in Montana, the
continued outreach of Project Home in October, month-
ly Loaves and Fishes, the weekly meetings of the
Capitol City Grief Coalition, the continued planning of
the 2014 committee, a spirit-filled focus for this year’s
Stewardship Campaign, and much, much more.

We are “Springing ahead” this fall at House of Hope
with enthusiasm, praise, and a renewed sense of calling
to the work our Savior has led us to do. There is an
opportunity for every member to be involved and to be
enriched.

In Christian Love, 
—Lois Knutson, Clerk of Session

From the Clerk



Habitat for Humanity
Faith Builders

This is the sixth year that House of Hope will be par-
ticipating in Faith Builders, a coalition of churches in

St. Paul that will be working on a Habitat for Humanity
project in St. Paul.  Coalition members include
Assumption Catholic Church, Cathedral of St. Paul, St.
Clement’s Episcopal, St. John’s Episcopal, St. Paul
Reformation Lutheran, St. Peter Claver, and Hamline
United Methodist.

In past years we have worked for 2 to 3 weeks in
June.  Due to the lack of available home sites in St. Paul
during the summer months, the coalition has agreed to
move the project dates to October.  The coalition
remains committed to working in the St. Paul area.

We are scheduled to work from Monday through
Friday from October 21 through October 31 on a triplex
located at 646 Dale Street in St. Paul.  

We will need a crew of up to 15 people each day and
volunteers are needed to work from as little as one day
up to the full two weeks.  People of all experience levels
are welcome. No construction experience is necessary
and training, tools & materials, and lunch are provided.
We are also looking for people to help with the food
committee from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each day.

As a result of moving the project to October, House
of Hope will not be scheduling any Saturday work dates
this Fall.  This will be the only opportunity to participate
in a Habitat for Humanity project until the winter of
2009.

Sign-up will begin in September.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Kyle Schmidt at
kwschmidt03@yahoo.com or 651-690-2559.
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The Music Staffing Task Force would like to thank
Sofia Ardalan for her fine service as Interim Director

of Music.  Sofia assumed the administrative duties of
the House of Hope music program this past year.  Her
knowledge of House of Hope helped to provide conti-
nuity through the interim period.  We appreciate that
she graciously accepted the responsibilities of Interim
Director of Music in addition to her major role as Choir
School Director.

We look forward to enjoying Sofia’s excellent work
with the Choir School in the coming year.  We are
blessed to have such fine music as part of the worship
experience at House of Hope.

WH I L E Y O U W E R E AWAY, interesting things were happening at House of of Hope this summer.  A huge fuel
drum was unearthed for disposal.  A new sound system was installed in the Sanctuary.  A first-ever blessing of

the animals took place in July.  These activities brought cranes and other machinery not ordinarily seen in the church or
on the grounds—not to mention cats, dogs, and guinea pigs—and provided some unusual photo opportunities.   

Thank You, Sofia

That’s all there is to it!   Being a greeter is an easy and
fun way to contribute to the life of our church fami-

ly.  We'd love to have you join the greeter team.  If you
want to help, or if you need more information, please
contact Jan Anderson at jananderson75@comcast.net or
651-451-3789.

Smile and Say Hello

This backhoe went to work by
the southwest corner of the
church complex, and uncov-
ered...

Cranes were used
<--inside 

and outside--> 
to install the new
sound system in
the Sanctuary.

...this 5,000 gallon abandoned
fuel tank which was loaded
onto a truck and hauled away.
Sidewalk and landscape
repair came next!

...the Lord God 
made them all.

Creatures great and small...
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Grief Groups

Grief Support Groups
sponsored by the

Capital City Grief
Coalition meet each
Thursday afternoon from
5 to 6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, 104
Snelling Avenue South.
(Park in the lot adjacent to
the church.)  These groups
are designed to meet the
needs of those who have
suffered the loss of a loved
one through death, and
newcomers are welcome
at any time.  For more
information, contact
Darlene Auger Stensby at
the church or Coalition
Coordinator Lois Knutson
at 651-227-4430.

Loaves and Fishes

The Apostles team will
serve dinner for guests

attending the Loaves &
Fishes program on
Monday, September 15, at
Faith Lutheran Church, at
Charles & Mackubin
Streets.  Our food prep
and set-up crews start at 2
p.m. and then, at 5 p.m.,
the servers and clean-up
staffs complete the assign-
ment.  We welcome all
newcomers!  Any ques-
tions? Please call Captain
Bob Hennesy at 651-739-
7262 or Ray Clark at 651-
484-7270.

Hard Hats

This group of hard-
working volunteers is

looking for a few good
people to help them keep
the House of Hope facili-
ties in great condition.
The group works on a task
list provided by their crew
leader, Erv Lentz.
Facilities Manager Doug
Wakefield is on hand to
guide their efforts.  For
more information, call Erv
at 651-484-7976. Other-
wise, just come to the next

Events
gathering at 9 a.m. in the
Church Library on
Thursday, September 4. 
Meanwhile, contact 
hardhats@hohchurch.org
if you see anything
around the church that
needs attention!

KeenAgers

Keenagers will meet
Wednesday,

September 10, for a pro-
gram entitled, “Operation
Smile.”  This is a volun-
teer medical services orga-
nization that provides free
reconstructive surgery
(primarily cleft lip and
palate repair) to children
and adults throughout the
world.  We’ll start with
lunch at 11:30, then the
program by Lauren
Beckstrom at 12:15.  Cost
of the lunch is $10.  Please
make your reservation by
calling the church office,
651-227-6311 by noon on
Monday, September 8.

Southwest Area
Meals on Wheels

Southwest Area Meals
on Wheels (SWAM) is a

popular and caring pro-
gram that delivers meals
on each weekday enabling
many aging persons to
remain in their own
homes.  House of Hope’s
team of drivers delivers
meals on the fourth
Thursday of each month
as well as the fifth
Thursdays, when they
occur.  Drivers gather at
St. Mary’s Home, Norfolk
and Prior Streets, at 10:45
a.m. and are finished by
12 noon or 12:15 p.m.  

More drivers are need-
ed.  To volunteer, please
call Jim and Silvey Barge
at 651-690-4591.    

Cloister Gallery

Isle Royale: A Sanctuary of
God’s Creation.

In September in the
Cloister Gallery, Ardell
Nelson, a recent artist-in-
residence at Isle Royale
National Park, will dis-
play pastel artworks, pho-

tographs and personal
writings from this extraor-
dinary experience. The
artist’s statement: 

“For 15 days this sum-
mer I lived in a cabin that
was situated at the end of
a five-mile peninsula of
the 45-mile-long Isle
Royale. From my outlook
on the 30 foot cliff above
Lake Superior, I could
view the eastern point of
Isle Royale, the entrance
to Tobin Harbor, and a
multitude of islands.
Essentially a solitude
experience, it was a
focused opportunity to
create art. I felt privileged,
humbled, inadequate,
inspired, joyous, chal-
lenged, lonely, happy,
physically tired (the good
way), rested, and an over-
whelming gratefulness,
that this was a gift of time
and place to be enjoyed.   

“As I sat on the view-
ing bench the first morn-
ing with coffee and Bible
in hand, I realized that I
was in a sanctuary—a
reserve to preserve the
wilderness—but also, this
was another kind of sanc-
tuary, a place of worship.
The psalmist wrote:   ‘The
Lord reigns; Let the earth
rejoice; Let the multitude
of isles be glad!   Let the
heavens rejoice, and let
the earth be glad; Let the
sea roar, and all its full-
ness.’ Wow, all of nature
praises God—so I would
too!

“I am looking forward
to sharing my art and
reflections of this awe-
some experience in your
gallery. Please join me at
the coffee reception on
September 7, following
the 10 a.m. service.”

Anchor Society
Brunch

Save the Date! Anchor
Society Brunch,

Sunday, September 21, at
the Manse.

Iftar/Ramadan
Dinner

You are cordially invit-
ed to an Interfaith

Iftar/Ramadan Dinner,
hosted by the Islamic
Center of Minnesota, in
cooperation with the St.
Paul Interfaith Network
and many local houses of
worship and community
organizations. This pro-
gram is pertinent to House
of Hope's 2009 Didier
Seminar. The evening will
include dinner, an intro-
duction to the Islamic
practice of fasting in
Ramadan, and a discus-
sion of the theme,
“Knowing God,” in
Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim traditions.  The
event will take place on
Sunday, September 7,
from 6:45  to 9:15 p.m. at
the Islamic Center of
Minnesota, 1401
Gardenia Avenue, Fridley,
MN 55432.  Registration is
required by September
2 at www.spacc.org/iftar.
A donation of $15 is
requested for the fish
dinner.  Women may wish
to honor Muslim custom
by covering their heads.
Questions?  Contact Marc
Blakesley at
mblakesley@spacc.org
(preferred) or
651-789-3840.  

Kirk Club

The Kirk Club will meet
on Sunday, September

14, at the Lexington
Restaurant (Grand at
Lexington in St. Paul) at
12:30 p.m.  The Rev. David
Van Dyke will be our
guest and will talk about
his first year at The House
of Hope.  Brunch items
include tax and tip now
start at $16.60.  Please
make reservations with
the church office, 651-227-
6311, by noon on Friday,
September 12.
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In Memoriam
Gertrude Fogelberg

June 18, 2008

Carl B. Drake
July 24, 2008

Grace Evans Beek
July 29, 1008

Baptisms
August 17, 2008

Sophia Victoria Ellis
daughter of 

Catherine and Robert
Ellis

Emmett Walker
Johnston

son of 
Kate and Kevin Johnston

Baptism
Schedule

The Sacrament of
Baptism will be cele-

brated at both services
on Sunday, September
21. Please make arrange-
ments with Michelle
Freyholtz in the church
office, 651-223-7556.

Congregation
Office Hours

September 7 through May 23
Monday and Wednesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.    Saturday: Closed
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Th e Change of Heart o f f e r i n g
provides an opportunity for each of us

to be intentionally more generous with our
monetary gifts to the work of the Church in

God's world. Each week the loose coins, currency, and
checks with a memo note “Change of Heart” will be set
aside and given to a special ministry.

During the month of September, the offering goes to
the Family Place in St. Paul, which provides many ser-
vices for homeless families, including shelter, food,
transportation, laundry facilities, health services, as well
as activities and advocacy for children.


